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From the makers of Homes & Antiques 


INSTANT STYL 
INSPIRATION 


French decorative, country chic, 


VINTAGE 
HOMES 


Sumptuous interiors for instant style inspiration 


20th-century design or eclectic - 
whatever your style, you will find 


inspiration and ideas in this gorgeous 
new oversized special edition. 


Take a look around 25 beautiful 
and unique homes, al! boasting 


sumptuous interiors and their 
own distinctive styles. 


INSPIRING STYLES GET THE LOOK 
Explore the beautiful abodes Style guides help you recreate the 
that have achieved style perfection same look in your own home 


ORDER TODAY AT 


buysubscriptions.com/vintagehomes 
OR CALL OUR ORDER HOTLINE ON ‘@ 0844 844 0388' AND QUOTE VINHAX14 


*Calls to this number from a BT landline will cost no more than 5p per minute. Calls from mobiles and other providers may vary. Lines open 8am-8pm 
weekdays and 9am-ipm Saturday. *Prices including postage are: £9.99 for UK residents, £12.49 for Europe and £13.49 for rest of world. All orders 
subject to availability. Please allow up to 21 days for delivery. 
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welcome 


This special collector’s edition of 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED brings together 
a series of exclusively commissioned 
features giving detailed advice on how 
to create exceptionally beautiful containers. 
Put together by a group of talented ~ 
designers and gardeners, including Jinny 
Blom, Sarah Price, Julia Wylie and 
Kristy Ramage, you can be assured 
that these inspiring plant 

combinations, step-by-step instructions and tricks of the 

trade will help you get the very best out of your container 

plantings. The oft-repeated mantra ‘right plant, right place’ 

applies as much to plants in pots as to those in the garden, 

so expert John Hoyland recommends 40 plants that not 

only look good but will thrive in container conditions, and 

we also list recommendations for some of the best specialist 

plant nurseries. In addition, to help you choose the perfect 


pot to set off your planting, we have chosen a range of great 
containers, from tiny terracotta to giant waist-high urns. These 
inspiring features not only provide lots of useful information but 
look beautiful too, and Pd like to say a special thank you to 


photographer Andrew Montgomery, whose images capture each 
of the designs perfectly and whose input throughout has been 
invaluable. I hope you enjoy the edition. 
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il A First growth From dainty alpines to displays brimming Al In full bloom Experiment with recycled containers 
with violas, early pots bring instant colour to the garden and meadow-inspired schemes for a natural look 


Contributors: 


JINNY BLOM 


. 


KRISTY RAMAGE 
he = After a degree in 
S97 me illustration, Kristy 


A landscape and 


Fine art graduate 


garden designer since Sarah was a 

2000, Jinny runs a gardener at made automata 
London practice that Hampton Court before turning her 
now attracts Palace before taking passion for gardens 


commissions from all 
over the world. In this 


a part-time garden into a career by 

4 design course. She working with garden 
special edition she shows us simple has showcased her work widely and won designer Arne Maynard. She still loves to 
planting schemes for pots. several RHS medals. use her passion for making things 
whenever she can. 
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Prime time Herbs, grasses, rockeries — this is il () Winding down As summer gives way to autumn, 


the season when your garden really flourishes embrace rich-red and burnt orange colour schemes 


Fear es: 


JULIA WYLIE 6 40 best plants Showcasing the very 36 Buyers’ guide to pots From small 
Julia has worked as best plants for your pots and containers. ceramic pots to sandstone troughs 
a professional These floral delights will be sure to — we select the best containers for 
gardener for 15 years. thrive in pots, adding an abundance of every planting combination 
She specialises in colour and brightness to your garden 
naturalistic planting 70 Bouquet baskets Hanging basket 
f and really enjoys 13. ~—Do’s and Don'ts Ten top tips to experts Bert and Tinto Verhoog show 
wit rejuvenating existing remember that will ensure successful us how to create five stunning displays 
schemes for clients who would like their container displays every time 
gardens to evolve and be wildlife friendly. 98 Subscription offer Never miss an 


issue Of GARDENS ILLUSTRATED magazine 


Some plants fare better in pots and containers than others. Here’s a selection 
that will not only look beautiful but will also thrive 


1 Aeonium haworthii ‘Variegatum’ 

A beautiful succulent with cream and 
green rosettes. The mature leaves have 
a distinctive pink edge. Keep them dry 
and frost-free during the winter. 
HEIGHT 15-20cm SPREAD 15-20cm 
SEASON Year round AGM* 


2 Aeonium ‘Zwartkop’ 

Rosettes of startling dark-purple, almost 
black, leaves that branch from a weedy 
stem. The leaves are darkest in full sun. 
Needs protecting from frost. 

HEIGHT 1.2m SPREAD 50cm 

SEASON Year round AGM* 


3 Allium senescens 


Quickly fills pots or shallow window 
boxes with deep-pink-ping-pong ball 
flowers that are surrounded by quirky, 
corkscrew leaves. Copes well with 
drought and heat. 

HEIGHT 15cm HEIGHT 10cm 
SEASON July AGM* 


4 Astelia chathamica 


Imposing plant with spiky leaves that 
look like they have been plated with 
silver. Grows best in shade in large pots 
that are kept dry in winter. 

HEIGHT 1.2m SPREAD 1.2m 

SEASON Year round AGM* 
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40 best plants 


5 Billardiera longiflora 


An evergreen climber that will also 
sprawl over large pots, with creamy bell 
flowers during the spring and polished 
purple berries in late summer. 

HEIGHT 2m SPREAD 20cm 

SEASON Year round AGM* 


6 Cyclamen coum 


The leaves, sometimes silvered, 
sometimes marbled, appear in late 
autumn. The flowers lift the spirits in 
the depth of winter. Keep the pots 

in the shade. 

HEIGHT 10cm SPREAD 20cm 
SEASON December — January AGM* 


Eucomis ‘Zeal Bronze’ 

Impressive chocolate-coloured sword- 
like leaves and exotic dark-purple 
flowers that resemble a pineapple. 
Spreads quickly, so divide the bulbs 
every few years. Needs full sun. 
HEIGHT 40cm SPREAD 30cm 
SEASON July — August 


8 Fascicularia bicolor 


An unpromising rosette of long thin- 
toothed leaves erupts in summer, when 
the base of the leaves turn bright red 
and a sky-blue flower appears. 

HEIGHT 40cm SPREAD 40cm 
SEASON Year round 


9 Fuchsia boliviana var. alba 


An exotic-looking fuchsia that grows 
quickly and thrives in shade. The white 
tubular flowers are about 6cm long and 
have lipstick-pink tips. 

HEIGHT 80cm SPREAD 40cm 
SEASON August — October AGM* 


10 Fuchsia ‘Whiteknights Blush’ 


A vigorous hardy shrub fuchsia that 

is covered in flowers throughout the 
summer. It is a big plant so give it a big 
pot and grow in shade. 

HEIGHT 7Ocm SPREAD 70cm 
SEASON April — October 


11 Gerbera Everlast White 
Floriferous and long-flowering as long 
as itis in full sun and fed regularly with 
a liquid fertiliser. Needs protection 
during the winter from hard frosts. 
HEIGHT 35cm SPREAD 30cm 
SEASON July — October 


12 Gladiolus tristis 
An elegant gladiolus that adds height 
and perfume to mixed container 
plantings in a sunny site. After the 
flowers are over the foliage continues 
to be attractive. 
HEIGHT 80cm SPREAD 10cm 
SEASON April — May 


13 Hakonechloa macra ‘Alboaurea’ 


Acascading hummock of striped green 


and golden foliage that retains its 
colour throughout the summer. Best 
grown ina container by itself. 
HEIGHT 35cm SPREAD 40cm 
SEASON April — November AGM* 


14 Heliotropium arborescens ‘Marine’ 
Aneat dome of intense-purple flowers 


that attract lots of bees and butterflies. 


The plant’s main joy is its reach-deep 
perfume, particularly strong on 
summer evenings. 

HEIGHT 40cm SPREAD 45cm 
SEASON June — October AGM* 


15 Heuchera ‘Jade Gloss’ 
Aneat and compact heuchera that 
keeps its good looks throughout 
the year. The bright green marbling 
on the leaves is suffused red in 
bright sunlight. 
HEIGHT 25cm SPREAD 35cm 
SEASON Year round 


16 Hosta ‘Halcyon’ 


‘Halcyon’ is one of the best blue hostas. 


The heart-shaped leaves 

have a glaucous sheen. Plants in deep 
shade have the deepest foliage colour. 
HEIGHT 50cm SPREAD 30cm 
SEASON April — October AGM* 
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40 best plants 


17 Hyacinthus orientalis ‘UInnocence’ 
Pots of any hyacinth will fill the air 
with perfume but the sparkling white 
flowers of this one also light up the 
greyest of days. 

HEIGHT 25cm SPREAD 10cm 

SEASON March — April AGM* 


18 Iris ‘Katharine Hodgkin’ 

Neither Fabergé nor a Meissen painter 
could fashion anything as beautiful as 
this iris. Grow lots in shallow pans so 
that you can appreciate them close up. 
HEIGHT 12cm SPREAD 8cm 

SEASON January — February AGM* 


19 Lathyrus sativus 
Small, sky-blue flowers that, en masse, 
look stunning. Don't stake like other 
sweet peas: let it flow over other plants 
and tumble down containers. 

HEIGHT 80cm SPREAD 10cm 

SEASON June — September 


20 Lavandula pedunculata 
All lavenders thrive in pots and 
containers. This is a variety of 
French lavender that has flowers 
ith long ‘rabbit ear’ petals and 
heady perfume. 
EIGHT 6¢m SPREAD 60cm 
EASON June — July 
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21 Lilium longiflorum 
Pots of this majestic lily in front of a yew 
hedge or dark fence create a dramatic 
effect. Avoid brushing against the 
pollen as it will stain clothes. 

HEIGHT 1.2m SPREAD 45cm 

SEASON June — July AGM* 


22 Melianthus major 
Amound of crisply pleated leaves 
with softly serrated edges. The 
glaucous foliage is a perfect foil 
for more colourful plants. 

HEIGHT up to2m SPREAD 75cm 

SEASON May — October AGM* 


40 best plants 


23 Miscanthus sinensis ‘Malepartus’ 


The gleaming bronze flower spikes, 
which fade to silver by the end of the 
year, are the most spectacular of the 
genus. A splendid sight in a large pot. 
HEIGHT 2m SPREAD 60cm 
SEASON May — October 


24 Narcissus ‘Ziva’ 


Pots of highly-scented narcissi are 
irresistible in early spring. This cultivar 
has pure white flowers with golden 
stamens. Each bulb produces three 
or four flower stems. 

HEIGHT 35cm SPREAD 10cm 
SEASON March — April, earlier if being 
grown indoors 


25 Ophiopogon planiscapus 


‘Nigrescens’ 

It may be ubiquitous but nothing 
beats it as a dramatic contrast to 
more colourful plants. Will grow in 
sun or part shade. 

HEIGHT 20cm SPREAD 30cm 
SEASON Year round AGM* 


26 Parahebe ‘Snow Clouds’ 


After the first spring flowers are 
finished, cut the plant back and it 

will re-flower. 

HEIGHT 25cm SPREAD 25cm 
SEASON May, September — October 


27 Pelargonium ‘Ardens’ 


Sprays of intense red flowers are 
as luminous as glowing embers. 
A prostrate, sprawling plant that 
will spill over the edge of pots. 
HEIGHT 40cm SPREAD 40cm 
SEASON May — August AGM* 


28 Pelargonium sidoides 


10 


Dark purple, almost black, flowers 
and silvery-grey evergreen foliage 
make an elegant combination. 
Remove stems of dead flowers to 
keep the plant flowering. 

HEIGHT 30cm SPREAD 30cm 
SEASON May — October AGM* 
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40 best plants 


29 Pennisetum x advena ‘Rubrum’ 
A fountain of dark burgundy, narrow 
leaves and 30cm long purplish-pink 
plumes. Grow it as an annual or 
overwinter in a greenhouse. 
HEIGHT 80cm SPREAD 60cm 
SEASON June — October AGM* 


30 Primula auricula 
Auriculas look best when planted 
singly in 10cm terracotta pots. Keep 
the plants in the shade during the 
summer and dry during the winter. 
HEIGHT 15cm SPREAD 8cm 
SEASON May 


31 Salvia microphylla ‘Cerro Potosi’ 
All the shrubby salvias are long- 
flowering but this one goes on even 
longer than most. A tough and hardy 
plant as long as the container has 
good drainage. 

HEIGHT 80cm SPREAD 60cm 

SEASON May — October 


32 Salvia ‘Waverly’ 
The pale lilac leaves are the texture 
of velvet and no-one can resist 
stroking them. Comes into flower at 
the end of summer, just when it’s rich 
colour is most needed in the garden. 
HEIGHT 1m SPREAD Im 

SEASON August — October 
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33 Sarcococca hookeriana var. humilis 
An evergreen shrub that forms a 
dense mound of glossy foliage. 

During the winter the plant is 
covered with small, creamy-white 
flowers that are highly scented. 
HEIGHT 70cm SPREAD 70cm 
SEASON Year round 
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34 Stipa tenuissima 
Awispy grass with silver-grey 
plumes that mature to a buff colour. 
The slightest breeze sets the plant 
dancing. Grow in full sun. 
HEIGHT 60cm SPREAD 30cm 
SEASON Year round 


STEFFEN HAUSER/BOTANIKFOTO/ALAMY, RACHEL W. 
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40 best plants 


35 Strobilanthes dyeriana 


An eye-catching foliage plant that 
grows in sun or shade. It occasionally 
produces small, blue, funnel-shaped 
flowers at the end of the year. 
HEIGHT 40cm SPREAD 50cm 
SEASON May — September AGM* 


36 Tulip ‘Cairo’ 


Anew variety that has orange flowers 
suffused with copper and bronze. 
Place your pots where the flowers can 
glisten in the spring sunlight. 

HEIGHT 45cm SPREAD 10cm 
SEASON April 


37 Verbena ‘La France’ 


Aneat, compact dome of foliage and 
sprawling stems that are covered with 
masses of violet-blue flowers 
throughout the summer. Will tolerate 
occasional periods of drought. 
HEIGHT 45cm SPREAD 60cm 
SEASON June — October 


38 Viola ‘Rebecca’ 


All violas are tough, long-flowering and 
easy to grow. This variety has a strong, 
sweet perfume. Grows best in cool 
situations in partial shade. 

HEIGHT 15cm SPREAD 25cm 
SEASON April — September 


39 x Amarcrinum memoria-corsii 


‘Howardii’ 

The fat bulbs need to be planted in 
large pots to thrive. A great plant for 
bringing summer colours into the 
autumn. Keep dry during the winter. 
HEIGHT 75cm SPREAD 25cm 
SEASON September — October 


AO Zaluzianskya ovata 
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The red buds open at night to reveal 
sparkling-white, heart-shaped petals. 
Ona warm evening a pot of it will fill 
the air with sweet perfume. 

HEIGHT 20cm SPREAD 30cm 
SEASON June — July 
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Follow these ten top tips to ensure you get the best from your containers 


DO fill the bottom few inches of the container with crocs — broken 
terracotta pots or crushed polystyrene boxes — to help with drainage 
and reduce the amount of compost you need. 

DO usea good compost. Loam-based composts, mixed with grit 
or crushed bark, formulated for container growing, are far better 
than multi-purpose composts. 

DO feed your plants regularly during the summer months. 
Flowering plants should be fed once a week with a liquid fertiliser 
during their flowering period. 

DO add water-retaining crystals to the compost. Soil in containers 
will dry out much more quickly than in the garden and the crystals 
will help store water. Using a mulch will also help retain moisture. 


DC buy the best terracotta pots and containers you can afford. 
Cheap terracotta pots will flack or crack during hard frosts. 


DON'T forget pests and diseases. Plants grown in containers are 
under more stress than those in the garden so are more susceptible 
to pests. Treat regularly for aphids, slugs and mildew. 


N'T skimp on the size of the pot or container. Most plants 


look much better in big groups in large pots. 


ION 'T forget that your pots and containers will be heavy, so 
plant them where you want them to end up or alternatively use 
specially-designed pot rollers. 


L NT overdo the number of plants you use. Although when 


you first plant up a container it may look skimpy the plants will 
soon grow and spread to fill out your pot. 


L NUT forget that plants in pots and containers need a 
considerable amount more watering than those in the garden. 
During really hot days water at least once a day. 
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Whether you're looking to fill a tiny courtyard 
garden or bring colour to a neglected patio, these 
easy-to-follow designs will make the most of 
early-spring plants. Here are combinations and 
containers to suit every taste and garden style, 
from urban chic to relaxed country garden. 


Sy of 
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DESIGN & WORDS JULIA WYLIE PHOTOGRAPHS ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


Multi-stemmed olive trees make pleasingly wild subjects for pots. The uplifting silvery-grey Plants 

leaves catch the weak winter sun and contrast with the acid green euphorbia and orange 1 Olea europaea 

perennial wallflower. I generally plant the longer flowering purple wallflower Erysimum AMOUNT 1 SEASON Evergreen 
‘Bowles’s Mauve; because not many of my clients like orange as much as I do! Both are very HEIGHT 5-7m 

attractive to butterflies and bees, and will flower on and off for most of the year, including late 

winter in sheltered places. The dark brown containers give a warm, earthy feel, but the plants 2 Euphorbia myrsinites 

would look equally good in large terracotta or silver metallic tubs. AMOUNT 2-3 SEASON Evergreen 


HEIG 


| 15cm, spread 30cm AGM* 
Get the look 

Planting and pruning 

If you only have a small pot to plant up, 


Compost and care 

In sheltered parts, you might be able to 

then the Euphorbia will be fine on its own. harvest a few olives, especially if watered well 

| have seen it trailing from the top of a during the growing season (March-September). 
narrow-necked terracotta urn and it would All these plants are drought tolerant, but will 
also be striking, if slightly eccentric, in a 
chimney pot. The new shoots will push from 


3 Erysimum ‘Apricot Delight’ 
AMOUNT 3-5 SEASON Evergreen 
HEIGHT 60cm 


IETY 


ULTURAL SOC 


require more water and care when growing in 
pots, so the bigger the pot, the better. A 


the centre so spent flower stems should be mulch of gravel will help to keep their roots 
removed to encourage new growth. The cool and conserve moisture. They will 
wallflowers will also require regular appreciate a loam-based, free-draining, 
deadheading and a light trim (if they moist growing medium. A sprinkling of 
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ever stop flowering) to keep them from 
becoming leggy. They are easy to propagate 
from semi-hardwood cuttings in spring or 
summer, so could be replaced every few 
years if necessary. 


‘blood fish and bone’ — be careful not to get 
any on the leaves — in late spring will 
encourage growth and flowers. | often wish 
to plant something similar at the base of 
potted olives outside restaurants. 
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DESIGN & WORDS KRISTY RAMAGE PHOTOGRAPHS ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


I love having collections of small plants by the back door, especially in spring. The ultimate 
collection would be a proper auricula theatre, filled with a glorious selection of Primula 
auricula in subtle shades, but the idea of a ‘tiered’ table works for a more mixed display as well. 
Violas are more commonly available than auriculas, and are so cheering. They have faces that 
seem to look back at you, making them ideal candidates for planting in these tiny portable 
pots, so you can bring them inside every now and then, and study them up close. I mixed 
them in with pots of ferns and Primula ‘Francisca to keep a balance of fresh green. 


Get the look 


Cultivation and care 
During March and the beginning of April the 
plants grow slowly and need very little 
attention. But as the days warm up these tiny 
pots need frequent watering. | find the best 
way is to plunge them in a bucket of water for 

5 minutes, where the water level is just higher 
than the pot. You can keep the violas flowering 
for along time if you deadhead and feed them 
once a week (I use a splash of liquid seaweed 

in a watering can). The ferns and the bigger 
pots of violas will look good all year, and by May 
they will have filled out and be happily tumbling 
over the side of the pots. 


The plants in smaller pots will show signs 
of fatigue as they fill out, at which point move 


them into bigger pots or out into the garden. 

| put violas around the base of my sweet peas 
in the kitchen garden — they give you some 
colour before the sweet peas get away. 


Containers 

You frequently find these tiny terracotta pots at 
junk shops and markets, but you often end up 
with quite a mixed lot. If you want something 
smarter, there are some potters still making 
hand-thrown terracotta flower pots who will 
make to commission, so you can ask for 
exactly the sizes you want. To form the tiered 
shelves, | used old roof slates and two sizes of 
wooden wine boxes, that were just the right 
height to use as ‘spacers: 


early spring 


Plants 
One plant per pot except for Viola 
‘Roscastle Black’ 
1 Viola sororia ‘Freckles’ 
SEASON March — April HEIGHT 15cm 


2 Viola riviniana Purpurea Group 
SEASON March — April HEIGHT 15cm 


3 Viola ‘Karma Denim’ 
SEASON January - May HEIGHT 15cm 


4 Viola ‘Roscastle Black’ 
AMOUNT 4 SEASON Flowers 
prolifically all year HEIGHT 15cm 


5 Viola ‘Titania’ 
SEASON March - April HEIGHT 15cm 


6 Athyrium filix-femina ‘Victoriae’ 
SEASON Green from spring until frosts 
HEIGHT Slow growing but eventually 
60cm or bigger in the ground 


7 Primula ‘Francisca’ 
SEASON Spring HEIGHT 30cm 


Also used, but not shown in close up: 
* Polystichum polyblepharum 
SEASON All year HEIGHT 70cm AGM* 
¢ Viola riviniana Purpurea 
SEASON March - April HEIGHT 15cm 


early spring 
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DESIGN & WORDS SARAH PRICE PHOTOGRAPHS ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


I’ve always turned my back on bergenias. “Elephant’s ears’, my mother used to call 
them — an ugly name, which I thought suited their clumpy form. However, the bright 
colours of this cultivar, “Eroica’ are captivating, especially so early in the gardening 
year. The impact is in the colours; the rich copper and green tones of the ornamental 


grass spark when partnered with the rich pink-plum magenta of the Bergenia. 
It is a high-impact, low-maintenance pot, suited to an urban scheme or a 
garden in which rough surfaces are to be celebrated. 


Get the look 


Long-lasting and dramatic 

I've chosen to champion two plants that are 
tough and ordinary but which when partnered 
make a bold statement. Anemanthele 
lessoniana is an evergreen grass that grows in 
both dry shade and sun. In gardens | plant it 
in drifts with taller perennials. This pot is a 
scaled-down version of that design motif. The 
grassy stems contrast with the bergenia’s 
paddle-like leaves and stiffly held flowers. 

| choose Bergenia ‘Eroica’ not only for its long 
flowering season, but also for its leaves, which 
in winter turn shades of cherry-purple. If you 
remove faded flower spikes and cut back 
untidy foliage in spring you will have a 
fantastic-looking pot through the seasons. 


An improvised container 

The ‘pot’ is actually made of 1960s roof tiles, 
which are grooved inside and out, allowing 
you to slot them together to form a square. 
The bottom of this pot is open, so you could 
either put the pot directly on to soil and fill 
with compost, or put the plants into a less 
attractive container that fits inside this one. 


Soil 

The preference is for moist but free-draining 
soil or compost in sun or partial shade. This 
pot would work alongside concrete or any 
backdrop with a rusty toned patina. Warm 
greys and earthy colours will allow the 

pink and acid greens to sing. 


early spring 


Plants 

1 Bergenia ‘Eroica’ 
AMOUNT 1-3 depending on 
container size SEASON Flowers 
late March until June; brightly 
coloured foliage in winter 
HEIGHT Up to 45cm AGM* 


2 Anemanthele lessoniana 
Formerly known as Stipa 
arundinacea. 

AMOUNT 1 SEASON Evergreen 
HEIGHT Im AGM* 
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DESIGN & WORDS JULIA WYLIE PHOTOGRAPHS ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


Plants 
1 Ranunculus ficaria ‘Brazen Hussy’ 
AMOUNT 7-11 SEASON Early spring 


Most silver evergreens need full sun, but the antipodean Astelia chathamica is an exception, 
ideal for lighting up dark corners. It prefers moist, rich soil in part shade, although I have 
found it on windy roof terraces, surviving in containers without irrigation in full sun. It 


makes a bold statement on its own, or as a series of formal pots with pebbles to shade its HEIGHT 10cm 
roots. The small black grass-like Ophiopogan planiscapus ‘Nigrescens’ would be an obvious 
companion, but I couldn't resist planting it with Ranunculus ficaria ‘Brazen Hussy’ and 2 Astelia chathamica 


AMOUNT 1 SEASON Evergreen 
HEIGHT 1.5m AGM* 


Erythronium ‘Pagoda, which give a contrast of foliage, have similar requirements and provide 
nectar for bees. These pots would suit a shady courtyard, roof terrace or coastal garden. 


Get the look 


Planting and aftercare 

Both the ranunculus and the erythroniums 
are woodland perennials, so they come into 
leaf early in the year. Their foliage will die 
down after flowering, so either plant them ina 
suitable place in your garden as soon as they 
have flowered or remove the spent foliage and 


3 Erythronium ‘Pagoda’ 
AMOUNT 3-5 SEASON Flowers 
March — April HEIGHT 35cm AGM* 


IETY 


necessary. The silver leaves would also be 
complemented by pink or white cyclamen, 
which are widely available. 

All three plants are perennials, so will 
appreciate moist loam-based compost. 
Hydroleca will help to retain moisture and 
aerate the soil conditions within the pot. 
mulch the pots with fresh compost. 


R. ficaria ‘Brazen Hussy’ would be happy = Containers 


* HOLDS AN AWARD OF GARDEN MERIT FROM THE ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOC 


in the window box for years, so could be 
moved out of sight during their dormant 
phase and swapped with another window 
box for summer. Any dead or damaged 
astelia foliage should be removed 
completely from the base of the plant as 


| chose the grey polystone pots to 
accentuate the bright yellow flowers and 


allow the purple and silver foliage to shine. 
They are made of a compound of stone and 
resin, which makes them lighter and easier 


to move around. 
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Plants 


1 Fritillaria meleagris 
AMOUNT 30-50 bulbs 
SEASON Flowers March — May 
HEIGHT 30cm AGM* 


When I first started gardening 16 years ago I was living on a farm in Buckinghamshire. 

I planted hundreds of Fritillaria meleagris bulbs in the grass beside the drive, which ran 
alongside a spinney. Unfortunately, mice must have discovered them, and the few that did 
manage to flower were pecked to shreds by the pheasants who obviously found them a 
curiosity. Now that I am living in London, I still have mice to contend with, but by planting a 
few bulbs in pots in autumn I am able to protect them with chicken wire. I can then elevate 
them to a prominent position to fully appreciate their delicate snake’s head chequered bells. 
After flowering I plant them out so that they can naturalise in my garden. 


Get the look 


Habitat 

Native to Europe, these fritillaries would prefer 
to be in their traditional habitat of ancient 
low-lying hay meadows subject to winter 
flooding, but sadly these have mostly 
disappeared. So choose a sunny or partially 
shaded site, which will remain damp in 


believe in soaking them in lukewarm water for 
a few hours before planting to increase your 
chances. If you don't succeed, buy them in 
pots ‘in the green’ in spring. 

Plant the bulbs as soon as possible in early 
autumn in moist, humus-rich, loam-based 
compost at four times their own depth, 
ensuring that the pots have holes for drainage. 
Protect with plastic netting or chicken wire. 

Using small pots helps to prevent 
disturbing their roots when eventually planting 
out and if grouped together on a window ledge 


summer. They will do well in flower borders, 
but are more likely to self-seed if planted in 
areas of long grass, uncut until August. 


Planting 


* HOLDS AN AWARD OF GARDEN MERIT FROM THE ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY. 


Perhaps another reason why my initial attempt 
failed was due to the bulbs’ fragility, they might 
have dried out while in storage. Some experts 


or table in decorative containers they will still 
create the meadow look. They should easily 
slide out of this cement bowl. 
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DESIGN & WORDS SARAH PRICE PHOTOGRAPHS ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


These pots focus on the beauty and delicacy of alpine plants. It is always satisfying to 
change the scale at which you work. Pots can elevate plants to eye level and we can single 
out tiny beauties that would otherwise be dwarfed by other plants. The emphasis is on 
the small-scale, on perfect plant forms that are exquisitely shaped. These pots will look 


great as a garden table-piece, or on a wide step or a raised platform. To be fully appreciated 
they should be viewed in the round. They are luxurious compositions and I'd be sure 
to place them somewhere they may be glimpsed from indoors, too. 


Get the look 


Contrast and spacing 

| have used seven different species but fewer 
would be just as effective — it’s the balance in 
the composition that matters. Slender, upright 
fritillaries emerge in elegant contrast with low, 
filler plants such as primulas and Polygala. 
The arching stems of the Saxifraga echo the 
gently stooping shape of the fritillaries. This 
composition also relies on the space between 
the plants, which is often overlooked. 

Colour mismatch can be a good thing. 
The purples, pink and pale yellow-cream 
tones of the Fritillaria, Tulipa, Pulsatilla and 
Primula unite the pots while the gentian-blue 
of the Polygala calcarea ‘Lillet’ jolts us out of 
the comfortable tonal range. 


Free-draining compost 

| put the plants in a 50:50 mixture of John 
Innes no. 2 and horticultural grit. A top 
dressing of grit prevent leaves that touch the 
soil from rotting. Over-winter in a sheltered, 
fairly dry spot. In spring, move to a sunny 

or partly shaded area. Apply a liquid feed 
insummer. The fritillaries will appreciate 
being potted on into larger containers. 


Pots in various sizes 

| picked up the enamelled metal bowls ina 
junk shop and drilled holes in the bottom. 

You can get similar dishes in kitchen shops. 
Buying pots in series, so that form is repeated 
but size varies, always packs a visual punch. 


early spring 


Plants 

1 Primula vulgaris 
AMOUNT 1 SEASON Spring 
HEIGHT 20em AGM* 


2 Saxifraga ‘Phoenix’ 
AMOUNT 3 SEASON Flowers 
March - April HEIGHT 15cm 


3 Fritillaria uva-vulpis 
AMOUNT 4 SEASO 
HEIGHT 25cm 


Spring 


4 Pulsatilla vulgaris ‘Eva Constance’ 
AMOUNT 1 SEASON Flowers 
March — May; seedheads early summer 
HEIGHT 15cm 


5 Polygala calcarea ‘Lillet’ 
AMOUNT 4 SEASON Spring to summer 
HEIGHT 10cm AGM* 


6 Tulipa turkestanica 
AMOUNT 1 SEASON February — March 
HEIGHT Up to 30cm AGM* 


7 Primula ‘MacWatt’s Cream’ 
[not shown above, but pictured opposite] 
AMOUNT 1 SEASON February — May 
HEIGHT 12cm 
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DESIGN & WORDS JULIA WYLIE PHOTOGRAPHS ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


The plants pictured here are like old friends I can always rely on. They are suited to difficult 


situations such as shady courtyards, narrow borders and containers where the priority is for 


a year-round display. They are most valuable in late winter, especially if placed close to a 
window or entrance, but they can be spiced up for prolonged summer drama. 


The lime green Corsican hellebores provide early nectar for brave bumblebees, so for a 
smaller pot simply pair them with the grasses and a few spring bulbs such as white daffodils 


and tulips. I have used a couple of striking orange Fritillaria imperialis bulbs, which could be 
replaced with lilies for later colour and scent in summer. In late spring, fill any gaps with tall 
scented tobacco flowers (Nicotiana alata or N. sylvestris) that will flower until the first frosts. 


Get the look 

Long-lasting and dramatic 

The quirky black-leaved Pseudopanax 
crassifolius (from New Zealand) is one of the 
few evergreen trees that will grow happily in a 
container. An alternative is the strawberry 
tree Arbutus unedo, perfect for roof terraces 
and exposed places. To accommodate further 
layers of planting, the lower leaves and 
branches of the upright evergreen shrub 
Nandina domestica can be removed. If the 
grass Anemanthele lessoniana becomes tatty 
or starts to crowd out any of its neighbours 
remove the older leaves or cut to the base in 
spring. They will happily self-seed. 


Soil preparation 

For permanent/perennial displays the pots 
need to be big and the growing medium well 
prepared. Use one part hydroleca or 
horticultural grit to three parts loam-based 
compost to aid moisture retention, aeration 
and drainage. Soak during dry spells and 
before applying slow-release organic fertiliser 
in spring. Top-dress with compost in winter. 


An improvised container 

| found this unusual water tank discarded 
at the edge of anursery. The proprietors 
kindly loaned it to me. 


early spring 


Plants 

1 Helleborus argutifolius 

AMOUNT 2-3. SEASON Evergreen 
HEIGHT 50cm AGM* 


2 Nandina domestica 
AMOUNT 2 SEASON Evergreen 
HEIGHT 1-1.5m AGM* 


3 Pseudopanax crassifolius 
AMOUNT 2-3 SEASON Evergreen 
HEIGHT 3.5-l0m 


4 Fritillaria imperialis ‘Aurora’ 
AMOUNT 2-3 SEASON Early to mid 
spring HEIGHT 60-120cm 


5 Anemanthele lessoniana 
AMOUNT 2-3. SEASON Evergreen 
HEIGHT 75cm AGM* 
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DESIGN & WORDS KRISTY RAMAGE PHOTOGRAPHS ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


Lunaria annua ‘Corfu Blue’ is a show stealer. Its curious, pale, cobalt-violet petals have a 
luminosity, especially on a gloomy day. Wherever I’ve seen it growing it’s always steadfastly 
throwing up a spike that towers over the lower growing plants that flower this early. For a pot 
situated in dappled shade, this kind of light reflecting palette is ideal. The Anemone nemorosa 
‘Robinsoniana’ and Pulmonaria Opal (=“Ocupol’) are lower growing ‘carpeters’ whose flowers 
have the same abilities to glow. The dense spike of the Muscari latifolium just punctuates the 
mix of palest lilac and fresh green with its inky Prussian blue and purple. All these plants will 
grow on in a border in dappled shade, if you move them out of the pot after flowering. 


Get the look 


Cultivation and care 

| love leafmould. Particularly suitable for 
woodland edge plants, the cool, moisture- 
retentive, yet well-draining conditions it offers 
are ideal. | collect leaves in autumn, bag them 
up in bin liners, punch in a few holes and hide 
them under shrubs covered in yet more leaves 
so they don't offend the eye. A year or so later, 
pull out the bags and you have rich crumbly 
magic to add to your pots and borders. 


Container 

You'll find these large, cast iron bowls in 
reclamation yards. Originally made for heating 
water for the laundry, they are almost 


indestructible. You don’t need to worry about 
damage from frost or the stray football, but 
you do need to put some effort into making the 
drainage holes. Mark the metal with a centre 
punch, then put a drop of oil where you are 
about to drill (this acts as a lubricant and keeps 
the drill bit cool). Make about five holes, with a 
sharp 8-LOmm cobalt drill bit, using the slowest 
drill speed. Cover the holes with crocks so they 
drain freely. To keep the pot alittle lighter and 
increase the drainage, use Leca (expanded clay 
balls) or chunks of polystyrene in the bottom 
third. You'll need some stones around the base 
to hold the pot level. These great big pots look 
good with box hedges around them. 


early spring 


Plants 

1 Muscari latifolium 
AMOUNT 5 pots of 3-5 bulbs 
SEASON Spring HEIGHT 25cm 
AGM* 


2 Anemone nemorosa ‘Robinsoniana’ 
AMOUNT 9 SEASON March - cool 
early May HEIGHT 20cm AGM* 


3 Pulmonaria Opal (= ‘Ocupol’) 
AMOUNT 5: SEASON March — May 
HEIGHT 20cm 


4 Lunaria annua ‘Corfu Blue’ 


AMOUNT 3 SEASON Spring 
—summer HEIGHT 60-80cm 
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DESIGN & WORDS SARAH PRICE PHOTOGRAPHS ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


Living in London I often miss the blooms that mark spring. This box is just a temporary Plants 
home for the plants, but reminds me of anemones growing along hedgerows and ancient 1 Plantago lanceolata 
woodland tracks. This collection of simple, native plants is inspired by Albrecht Diirer’s AMOUNT 2. SEASON Flowers late 
famous watercolour study A large piece of turf. By placing them on a table, I’ve elevated them spring and summer HEIGHT Up 
from their humble origin to allow closer observation of their beautiful, understated forms. to 40cm 
It is easy to propagate anemones. When the flowers fade carefully divide congested 

plants, setting the tubers 3.5cm deep. Alternatively when the plant is dormant, carefully 2 Anemone nemorosa 
break 3cm pieces of rhizome off the parent plant, and pot up with a little compost. AMOUNT 8 SEASON Flowers 

; spring to early summer 
Get the look HEIGHT Up to 15em AGM" 
A mini-mass planting Moisture-retentive soil 
Wood anemones (also known as windflowers) — These wildflowers tolerate most positions and 3 Geranium robertianum 
are the starlets of this composition. They soils as long as they are not too dry in spring. Herb Robert 
always look best en masse. Their sensitivity to For this container | mixed general purpose AMOUNT 4 SEASON Aromatic 
light enchants me; ona sunny day their petals = compost with several handfuls of leaf mould. leaves from spring to autumn; 
open and their slender stems straighten Keep moist. Once they’ve flowered, plant the flowers summer to autumn 
towards the sun. The sword leaves of the anemones in drifts under deciduous trees HEIGHT 25cm 


ribwort plantain (Plantago lanceolata) contrast — and shrubs where they can naturalise freely. 
subtly with the anemones feathery foliage. 


* HOLDS AN AWARD OF GARDEN MERIT FROM THE ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 


Alternatives to A. nemorosa include the Are-purposed container 
slightly earlier flowering Anemone blanda, This old ginger ale box has had many lives. It's 
another wild species. Be restrained, though, the perfect size for storing 7-inch records, but 
and stick to one cultivar for visual impact. lately the records have given way to one of my 
I've included the herb Robert for its favourite spring flowers. The records will go 
red stems and uplifting pink flowers. back in the box once the flowers have finished. 
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Viola ‘Trish Molly’ is a really unusual colour. It’s a pansy type of viola with a greenish 

yellow, radiant centre, a warm olive-green-to-bronze surround and just a hint of purple 
edge. The deliciously fresh green and beautiful pale mauve Polemonium has just enough 
yellow in the centre of the flower to make it work with the viola, but the combination needed 
something that could be threaded through and add a ‘base note’. The purple-leafed clover 

— Trifolium repens ‘Purpurascens Quadrifolium — is perfect, with an edging of green and a 
brownish purple heart. It’s a smart, bold plant and a great foil for paler partners. 


Get the look 


Cultivation and care 

Soil ina metal container has a tendency to 
heat up and dry out in hot sun, or to freeze on 
cold nights. To prevent this you can insulate the 
sides and base of the container by lining them 
with several sheets of newspaper. None of 
these plants are particularly fussy about soil, 
but like most, they prefer good drainage, so it 
helps to mix a few scoops of grit in with a good 
potting compost for planting. 

If you buy Polemonium ‘Lambrook Mauve’ 
from a nursery early in the season, beware of 
frosty nights, because it’s likely to have been 
grown under glass and although it’s fully hardy 
the shock of the cold could knock it back. To 
my mind it's well worth the effort of protecting 


it for a few nights so you can be sure to have 
something of this height and soft leafiness in 
March. The many buds you'll see at this time 
are a sign of masses of flowers to come in April 
and May. Keep the viola deadheaded and trim 
back to promote new growth. 


Container 

It's very easy to drill drainage holes in 
galvanised containers, so these sort of sturdy, 
metal-box trays are really useful. | also use 
them for growing pea shoots, and have a line 
of them in my cold frame for growing early 
lettuces, the handles are a definite bonus. My 
trays came from a local reclamation yard, but 
try eBay and junk shops for similar ones. 


early spring 


Plants 
1 Trifolium repens ‘Purpurascens 
Quadrifolium’ 


AMO 


NT 7 SEASON Foliage all year; 


, white flowers in summer 


T 10cm 


2 Polemonium ‘Lambrook Mauve’ 


AMO 


NT5 SEASON Spring 


T 60cm 


‘Irish Molly’ 
NT9 SEASON Spring 


—summer HEIGHT 13cm 
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Eighteen pots for diminutive displays 


| i 


A SPLASH OF COLOUR GOOD FOR AMPLE GROWTH SMALL BUT EFFECTIVE 
Ridley sea-blue metal flower pot Terracotta tulip pot Gozunda 
18cm high x 13cm wide, £6, Habitat, 17.5cm high x 31.5cm wide, £62, Manufactum, 14cm high x 20cm wide, £26, Pots and Pithoi, 
0844 499 1111, habitat.co.uk 0800 096 0938, manufactum.co.uk 01342 714793, potsandpithoi.com 


CONTEMPORARY TIN THE CLASSIC A NATURAL LOOK 
Holt medium galvanised metal round planter 15cm terracotta pots Set of two rustic natural planters 
18cm high x 28cm wide, £12, Habitat, £10, Garden and Wood, 11cm high x 14cm wide and 16cm high x 20cm wide, 
0844 499 1111, habitat.co.uk 01844 279170, gardenandwood.co.uk £39.95, Balcony Gardener, 


020 7431 5553, balconygardener.com 


at 


a 
am. 


INTERESTING EDGES RUSTIC POTS AN ELEGANT SILHOUETTE 
Hex terracotta pots Aged terracotta pots in wired basket Longtom pot 
10cm high x 13cm wide, 18.5cm high x 14cm wide x 37cm long, 14cm high x 11cm wide, from £6.75, 
£8.95, The Balcony Gardener, £13.50, Idyll Home, Whichford Pottery, 
020 7431 5553, thebalconygardener.com 01630 695779, idyllhome.co.uk 01608 684416, whichfordpottery.com 
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TERRACOTTA ARMY ATWIST ON THE CLASSIC FOR DELICATE DETAILS 
Auricula pot Straight-sided basket flowerpot Aged ceramic longtom pot 
10cm high x 10cm wide, £7.50, 9cm high x 1lcm wide, from £15.95, 14cm high x 12cm wide, £6.99, Crocus, 
Whichford Pottery, Whichford Pottery, 0844 557 2233, crocus.co.uk 
01608 684416, whichfordpottery.com 01608 684416, whichfordpottery.com 


A FOREIGN FEEL SHABBY CHIC THAT LITTLE BIT EXTRA 
Bonsai bowl Small ceramic planter Flat koronyo 
10cm high x 22cm wide, £26, Pots and Pithoi, 14cm high x 14cm wide, £6, Marks and Spencer, 12cm high x 18cm wide, £16, Pots and Pithoi, 
01342 714793, potsandpithoi.com 0845 609 0200, marksandspencer.com 01342 714793, potsandpithoi.com 


SMALL TERRACOTTA LITTLE SQUARES ATTRACTING THE SUN 
Tulip pot Square terracotta dish Sasha azure ceramic plant pot 
17cm high x 20cm wide, £18, Pots and Pithoi, 6cm high x 14cm wide, £3, 14cm high x 14cm wide, £8, Habitat, 
01342 714793, potsandpithoi.com The Red Mud Hut, 0844 499 1111, habitat.co.uk 


020 7613 4811, redmudhut.co.uk 
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Middle-sized containers often work well in groups 


LITTLE DETAILS GOOD FOR AMPLE GROWTH STURDY STEEL 
Aristea, Black flared zinc galvanised planter Galvanized steel plant holder 
20cm high x 40cm wide, £74, Pots and Pithoi, 35cm high x 29cm wide, £14.99, Primrose, 32cm high x 44cm wide, £94, Manufactum, 
01342 714793, potsandpithoi.com 0118 903 5210, primrose.co.uk 0800 096 0938, manufactum.co.uk 


MYSTERIOUS METAL FEATHERWEIGHT PALE AND INTERESTING 
Pallas round metal planter Ivy lightweight pot Hann medium white round planter 
22.4cm high x 30cm wide, £18, Habitat, 29cm high x 36cm wide, £74.99, Crocus, 28cm high x 28cm wide, £35, Habitat, 
0844 499 1111, habitat.co.uk 0844 557 2233, crocus.co.uk 0844 499 1111, habitat.co.uk 


TERRACOTTA BOWL ONE OF THE SET A UNIQUE LOOK 
Gerletta fiori Pompeii planters small Glazed two-tone planter 
23cm high x 40cm wide, £45, Italian Terrace, 33cm high x 44cm wide, £45, Idyll Home, 24cm high x 18cm wide, £24, House Envy, 
01284 789666, italianterrace.co.uk 01630 695779, idyllhome.co.uk 01446 795594, house-envy.co.uk 
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A BOX FULL OF TREATS URBAN COURTYARD CHIC DOUBLE RIMMED 
Chelsea box Rhode medium grey fibreglass planter Double rim planter 
32cm high x 32cm wide, £24, Cedar Nursery, 20cm high x 40cm wide, £45, Habitat, 33cm high x 37cm wide, £22, The Red Mud Hut, 
01932 862473, landscaping.co.uk 0844 499 1111, habitat.co.uk 020 7613 4811, theredmudhut.co.uk 
ROBUST PLANTER KEEPING IT CALM GARDENING LEGEND 
Vaso cilindro liscio Cool-grey ceramic pot RHS Chelsea show centenary pot 
28cm high x 36cm wide, £55, Italian Terrace, 24cm high x 22cm wide, £26, House Envy, 24cm high x 39cm wide, £59.99, Whichford Pottery, 
01284 789666, italianterrace.co.uk 01446 795594, house-envy.co.uk 01608 684416, whichfordpottery.com 


TWISTED SIDES RIBBED STEEL WORN TERRACOTTA 
Fern lightweight pot Vence planter Evangelismos 
29cm high x 36cm wide, £79.99, Crocus 32cm high x 41cm wide, £99, Idyll Home, 30cm high x 30cm wide, £49, Pots and Pithoi, 
0844 557 2233, crocus.co.uk 01630 695779, idyllhome.co.uk 01342 714793, potsandpithoi.com 
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Large pots 


Super-size containers dry out less quickly 


HANDMADE PLANTER 
Riveted cauldron in copper 
60cm high x 45 cm wide, £630, Bronzino, 
020 7370 4344, bronzino.co.uk 


ONE OF THE BIGGEST 
Vaso cantina 
90cm high x 1m wide, £1,675, Italian Terrace, 
01284 789666, italianterrace.co.uk 


ROCKY EFFECT 
Lava planter 
50cm high x 60cm wide, from £310, 
Modern Garden Company, 
01279 653200, moderngardencompany.com 


LEAFY GREENS 
Bell jar planter 
46cm high x 61cm wide, £294, 
The Chelsea Gardener 
020 7352 5656, chelseagardener.com 


INTRICATE DETAILS 


Aged snake pot designed by Arabella Lennox Boyd 
76cm high x 65cm wide, 
£1,269, The Chelsea Gardener, 
020 7352 5656, chelseagardener.com 


~ 


A MODERN LOOK 
Verdigris tall metal planter 
40cm high x 40cm wide, £42.99, Crocus, 
0844 557 2233, crocus.co.uk 


ALL THINGS WHITE AND BEAUTIFUL 
Hann large white round planter 
37cm high x 37cm wide, £50, Habitat, 
0844 499 1111, habitat.co.uk 


TERRACOTTA WINDOWBOX 
Cassetta finestra 
25cm high x 50cm wide, £95, Italian Terrace, 
01284 789666, italianterrace.co.uk 


A RUSTIC POT 
Copper planter 
A7cm high x 68cm wide, £1,200, 
Architectural Heritage, 
01386 584414, architectural-heritage.co.uk 
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A POT OF MASSIVE PROPORTIONS A TRADITIONAL TUB CERTAINLY GRAND 
The great rollright Rounded cornered fine cut sandstone trough Hever grand Versailles planter 
94cm high x 1.19m wide, £2,075, Whichford Pottery, 61cm high x 1.52m wide, £2,850, JS Gardens, 70cm high x 60cm wide, £425, Sparrow and Finch, 
01609 684416, whichfordpottery.com 01905 381679, jsgardens.co.uk 01892 861202, sparrowandfinch.co.uk 


FOR A UNIQUE DECORATION CLASSIC STYLE KEEPING WITH THE COLOUR SCHEME 
Bell jar planter The vaso Arabella Poly gowl in green 
51cm high x 39cm wide, £175, 68cm high x 65cm wide 60cm high x 1.2m wide, from £877, 
The Chelsea Gardener, £440, Arabella Lennox-Boyd Modern Garden Company, 
020 7352 5656, chelseagardener.com 020 7931 9995, arabellalennoxboyd.com 01279 653 200, moderngardencompany.com 
il y | 
Leal 
A BIG BARREL DARK AND DRAMATIC INTERESTING OVERLAY 
The Brooke barrel glazed Zinc galvanised large black cone planter Chelsea longtom 
92cm high x 70cm wide, 69.5cm high x 52cm wide, £54.99, Primrose, 58cm high x 44cm wide, from £190, 
£1,724, The Brooke Pottery, 0118 903 5210, primrose.co.uk Whichford Pottery, 


01722 742 325, thebrookepottery.co.uk 01609 684416, whichfordpottery.com 


Al 


With some of the prettiest perennials beginning 
to burst into flower, you can really start to get 
creative with your containers. For inspiration, 

look to these fresh designs that make use of 
the best the season has to offer — from simple, 
relaxed meadow grasses to dramatic 
displays of vibrant colour. 
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Plants 
These are both very attractive to 
bees and butterflies and will flower 


I first saw these two self-seeding perennials cascading down a rocky bank together, in a very 
exposed country garden in which I worked ten years ago. The owner was a ‘plantaholic and 
avidly grew plants for her own garden and to sell for charity. We were always struggling to 
find homes for the new arrivals in the already brimming borders and had to protect the 
tender ones in winter. This pair, however, flowered effortlessly all summer, growing where 
not many would have dared. So they are perfect for containers, which if placed on a wall, 
near paving or gravel, will result in offspring colonising any available crack or space. 


profusely from spring to late summer. 


1 Erigeron karvinskianus 
AMOUNT 5-7, SEASON Flowers May 
—November HEIGHT 15-30cm AGM* 
Get the look 
Cultivation and care 
Geranium pyrenaicum ‘Bill Wallis’ is 
sometimes difficult to find, because 


because they are quick to establish. Plant in 
pots in sun or part shade in well-drained 
loam-based compost (John Innes or similar) 
and water regularly, especially in dry weather. 


2 Geranium pyrenaicum ‘Bill Wallis’ 
AMOUNT 5-7. SEASON Flowers 
April— September HEIGHT 30cm 


CIETY 


nurserymen don't appreciate its prolific 
seeding tendencies. Agapanthus, whose 


)M THE ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOC 
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HOLDS AN AWARD 


roots relish being constrained, are alternatives 
— | once admired them partnering erigeron 
daisies, which were peeping through a white 
picket fence in an Australian front garden. 
These plants would also work well beneath 
potted olive trees. They are very attractive to 
bees and butterflies and will flower profusely 
from spring to late summer. Remove spent 
flower stems. Cut back the daisies in late 
winter. Grow both the erigeron and geranium 
from seed, or buy in 9cm pots if possible, 


Container 

This long wooden box was built for the safe 
delivery of party glasses. A similar container 
could be made out of reclaimed scaffold or 
floorboards. It’s worth using wood for 
containers if possible, because it is breathable 
and does not experience the same 
temperature fluctuations as metal containers, 
and therefore it provides more natural 
growing conditions, especially on exposed 
roof terraces or coastal sites. 
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DESIGN & WORDS SARAH PRICE PHOTOGRAPHS ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


This pair of unusual trefoil-shaped pots was a lucky find. Made from lightweight glass 
reinforced concrete (GRC), they have acquired a fine mottled surface that relates beautifully to 
the fleshy pewter foliage of Sedum spathulifoltum ‘Cape Blanco, the key plant of this scheme. 
The low silver mounds of finely cut Anthemis leaves create a further tonal relation. It might be 


hard to find similarly shaped pots, but equivalent tonal relationships can be drawn between 
the sedum’s leaves and concrete or stone trough containers. These rockery plants work hard, 
providing year-round interest in even the most demanding dry, sun-blasted spot. The 
Anthemis marschalliana flowers profusely from late spring to summer while the sedum’s finest 
moment is winter, when its foliage takes on astonishing shades of red and purple. 


Get the look 


Tapestry of colour 

This is about creating a low tapestry of grey, 
silver and purple. The acid-yellow flowers sing 
against such grounded monotones and the 
glaucous leaves. The anthemis’s daisy appears 
to hover as if weightless, while the sedum's 
sprays of starry yellow flowers appear more 
rigid. I've added rugged clumps of Jovibarba 
allionii into the mix for textural contrast but 
the closely-related house leek Sempervivum 
would also work. Also included is the unusual 
evergreen succulent Lampranthus spectabilis 
‘Tresco Apricot’ chosen for its red-flushed 
stems, and yellow midsummer flowers. 


Add some grit 

Mix horticultural grit into your compost, as 
these plants need a well-drained soil with low 
fertility (a 25:75 mix of grit to John Innes No. 1 
or No. 2 is ideal). A layer of grit around the 
plant necks helps protect them from winter 
wet. The plants do not need feeding. 


Division and cuttings 

The sedum grows quickly to hug the pot’s 
edge, so divide plants in March to May to 
uncover the outline of your container. Take 
anthemis cuttings in May to July and separate 
and plant up the Jovibarba allionii offsets. 


late spring 


Plants 

1 Sedum spathulifolium ‘Cape Blanco’ 
AMOUNT 3 SEASON Evergreen, 
flowers June — July HEIGHT 8cm 
AGM* 


2 Anthemis marschalliana 
AMOUNT 3. SEASON Flowers May 
— June HEIGHT About 30cm 


3 Jovibarba allionii 
AMOUNT 1 SEASON Evergreen, 
flowers July - August HEIGHT 8cm 


4 Lampranthus spectabilis 
‘Tresco Apricot’ 
AMOUNT 1 SEASON Evergreen, 
flowers May — June HEIGHT 35cm 
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Simplicity can sometimes be best. A pot with just one type of plant will always make a bold 
visual statement and Hakonechloa macra is a grass well known for going solo. It is a graceful 


plant that forms low mounds of arching, densely overlapping leaves. It’s sometimes known as 


Japanese forest grass, a name that reminds us of its origins and preferred growing conditions: 
semi-shaded, cool and moist environments. The fine green flowers add a layer of frothy 


lightness at midsummer. Late in the year the fresh green foliage takes on a more autumnal 
shade. Popularised by Tom Stuart-Smith’s plantings outside the Wisley glasshouse, this looks 
best en masse, whether allowed to slowly spread over a large expanse of ground or in a pot. 


Get the look 


Plenty of plants 

Be generous with numbers as hakonechloa is 
a slow grower; | used six three-litre plants. The 
golden variegated forms of Hakonechloa 
macra, such as ‘Aureola’ are more commonly 
stocked in garden centres but | find their 
jarring variegated leaves harder to place. 


Shape of pot 

I've chosen a wide terracotta pot with handles 
but this grass would look equally good in sleek 
urban planters within a minimalist setting. It’s 

important that the width of the pot is sufficient 
for the leaves to arch gracefully, so the plant's 

whole form can be fully appreciated. 


Well-drained, humus-rich compost 
Acool, moist, partly shaded environment is 
ideal but the grass will also tolerate both 
shade and sun, providing there is adequate 
moisture. Make sure the compost is well 
drained but humus-rich, so add plenty of 
well-rotted garden compost. 

This pot requires minimal maintenance 
but don’t forget to water and to cut back and 
mulch the grass in late winter before the new 
shoots emerge. 

| recommend always looking back to the 
plant's origins, as its habitat will provide a 
guide to not only its growing conditions but 
also what will work well as companion plants. 


late spring 


Plants 

1 Hakonechloa macra 
AMOUNT 6 SEASON Semi- 
evergreen, flowers June — July 
HEIGHT Around 35cm AGM* 
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One of my early clients collected steam engines and had an enviable corrugated tin shed full 
of things I wanted to swipe, including a set of three iron-smelting crucibles, which he kindly 
gave me. Discovered objects have so much character and set one’s imagination off on tangents 
when thinking of plant combinations. This crucible measures about 35cm tall. The texture 


is fabulous, partly like rough pumice and partly shiny glass. The strange texture and colour 
perfectly matches the crusty little houseleeks (sempervivums). Ideally these planters would be 
left somewhere rough, stony and dry and become like scaly accretions over time. I might even 
leave them at drunken angles and allow the houseleeks to detach and grow where they land. 


Get the look 


Getting the right container 

Hunt through old scrap yards or the dark 
recesses of architectural salvage places for 
the things nobody wants and use them as 
pots. Any highly textured and crusty pot will 
do. And I'm not averse to an old Belfast sink, 
or other vessel, covered in mossy concrete, if 
one uses a dark concrete mix, or maybe adds 
some wood ash for extra grittiness and lumps. 


Positioning the plants 

Simple. Just mound up the compost to create 
a crown and set your houseleeks on top. To fill 
any gaps break off some baby houseleeks and 
poke them into the holes. Job done. 


Plant tips 

The main thing to get right with houseleeks 

is the compost — or lack of it. Succulents need 
very little, creating mulch from their own 
withering lower leaves. | have lost many over 
the years by sitting them on too much 
moisture from sodden, poorly drained 
compost. Even gritty hand-mixed compost 
can still become too wet. This time | used 
‘recycled’ compost called West Plus from 
Westland Garden Health (www.gardenhealth. 
com). It’s an open-textured and fibrous 
material and has worked amazingly well, 
without recourse to grit. | think it’s the oxygen 
around the roots that is doing the trick. 


late spring 


Plants 

Houseleeks come from the garden 
centre either singly, in small pots 
or as collections of six mixed kinds. 
| used the mixed kinds containing, 
broadly speaking: 


1 Sempervivum arachnoideum 
Cobwebbed rosettes, and 
red flowers in summer AGM* 


2 Sempervivum ‘Gamma’ 
Olive-green leaves with crimson 
tips, and pink flowers in summer 


3 Sempervivum ‘Reginald Malby’ 
Rich mahogany leaflets 


4 Sempervivum calcareum 


‘Mrs Giuseppi’ 
Light green and brown florets 
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I found these fabulous old copper pots in Spain, although they are originally from Italy 
and were most likely used for making cheese. I swiped this one for home as it had cement 
splashed on it but it doesn’t worry me in the slightest as the patination is so lovely. As the 
container has a certain heft to it I chose a light and airy planting to balance it. These plants 


go to seed quite fast and I enjoy the thought of a tawny mini-savannah in a few weeks, 
complementing the deep colour of the copper. I also like the convex base of this pot as it 
gives a shadow line and a sense of lightness, even though it’s a big old thing. 


Get the look 
Getting the right container 


The biggest trauma with an antique planter 
is the decision to drill holes in the base for 
drainage. Bite the bullet and do it. The 
likelihood of a telling-off on Antiques 
Roadshow is slight and you'll have a new and 
unusual container with which to impress the 
Joneses (let's face it, it’s getting harder and 
harder to achieve that these days). 


Positioning the plants 

| chose quite feathery plants of similar heights 
with the Stipa tenuissima and Dianthus 
superbus, as | wanted them to blend together 
seamlessly. The Dianthus has a disarming 
habit of keeling over, which works well in this 


context as it breaks the verticality of the grass 
and blends with the sweet little Viola. They 
mix effortlessly and need little explanation. 


Plant tips 

Don't over water these plants — after the initial 
sousing when you plant them just aim to keep 
them moist. The Viola can be deadheaded 
and I'd also suggest allowing some to seed 

— ditto the Dianthus — for next year; they'll be 
lovely scattered through gravel. In fact I'd 
stand this pot on gravel and let nature take its 
course. This is a relatively short-lived flower 
display so if you don't like the later seedy look 
then by all means plant them out and replant 
anew scheme for autumn. 


late spring 
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Plants 

1 Stipa tenuissima 
AMOUNT 5, in 2-litre pots 
SEASON Flowers in June and sets 
seed in July, lasting well into the 
autumn HE\GHT about 45cm 


2 Dianthus superbus 
AMOUNT 5 SEASON Flowers in 
June, then sets seed with pretty 
seedheads HEIGHT About 40cm 


3 Viola ‘Roscastle Black’ 
AMOUNT 12 SEASON From 
April to July and beyond 
HEIGHT About 20cm 
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DESIGN & WORDS KRISTY RAMAGE PHOTOGRAPHS ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


The frilly edge on this terracotta bowl cried out to be paired with really pretty plants, 
and these little Linaria’s are real darlings. They have tiny bi-coloured snapdragon 
flowers over bushy, filigree foliage of the freshest green. Geranium pratense ‘Plenum 
Violaceum’ has unusual double, violet-blue flowers, with a purple centre, which tone 


really well with the Linaria, and it can be relied upon to bring a little more weight to the 


group. The airy Bolivian coriander has unusually scented leaves and great grace, but to 
avoid the whole mix becoming just too sweet, I added a dramatically dark and unusual 
plant; Ipomoea ‘Sweetheart Purple’ which obligingly curled itself neatly around the rim. 


Get the look 


Cultivation and care 

These plants will all prefer full sun, and they all 
like well-drained conditions. However, with a 
fairly shallow container like this you need to be 
vigilant with the watering. Wait until you see 
just the beginnings of a little wilt on the tip of 
the Bolivian coriander, and you'll know it is 
time to water again. It is much better to give 
the pot a really good soak, just when the plants 
need it, rather than a more frequent small 
splash that will only keep the surface wet and 
leave the roots dry at the base. It might be 
easier to look after bigger, deeper containers, 
but | like the ratio of plant growth to container 


that this bowl shape allows and think it gives a 
very pretty finish to the display. 


Container 

This 1930s bowl is ideal for placing on a table, 
the top of a wall or on a tree trunk plinth. The 
unusual frilly rim and decorations have 
weathered well, and the mellow warmth of the 
colour works well with lots of different plants 
and backgrounds. Terracotta ‘breaths’ keeping 
the soil inside more temperate than metal or 
plastic, which is great for the plants, but can be 
problematic in the frost. This bowl is ‘hardy’ 
but | bring it in on cold starry nights just in case. 


late spring 


Plants 

1 Porophyllum ruderale 
AMOUNT 3 SEASON Summer 
(half hardy annual) HEIGHT 50cm 


2 Geranium pratense ‘Plenum 
Violaceum’ 
AMOUNT 2 SEASON Summer 
HEIGHT up to 50cm AGM* 


3 Ipomoea ‘Sweetheart Purple’ 
AMOUNT 1 SEASON Tender 
evergreen HEIGHT 20cm 


4 Linaria aeruginea 


AMOUNT 5 SEASON All summer 
HEIGHT 15-20cem 
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DESIGN & WORDS KRISTY RAMAGE PHOTOGRAPHS ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


The warmth of the May sunshine, deserves to be celebrated with a little bit of flamboyance, 
and Geum “Mrs J Bradshaw’ has just the right amount of good old-fashioned style and intense 
colour to provide it. Robustly cheerful and elegant at the same time, she arranges herself most 
delightfully with branching stems that thread though other plants. To provide the soft 
diffusing green, the glamorous Mathiasella bupleuroides ‘Green Dreamy does an excellent job. 
Just a shade more subtle in the smaller pots is Calceolaria integrifolia “Kentish Hero, with 
Salvia officinalis “Purpurascens, which with the soft grey of the galvanized pots takes enough 


heat out of the combination to make it work even when the skies are not so sunny. 


Get the look 


Cultivation and care 

Allthese plants prefer very well-drained 
conditions, so make sure the containers 

have plenty of holes in the base, but also be 
careful not to let them dry out. The Geum 
needs the most moisture, so add alittle extra 
humus-rich compost around its roots. 
Calceolaria integrifolia ‘Kentish Hero’ is known 
as the ‘Slipper Flower’ and has fascinating 
flowers that are like silk velvet pouches. 
Remove spent blooms from both this and the 
Geum to keep them flowering, but leave them 


on the Mathiasella bupleuroides ‘Green Dream ' 


Once the flowers have pushed through in the 


freshest lime, between April and June, they 
take on an elegant pinkish tinge and the bracts 
stay intact until autumn. 


Container 

Soft grey zinc makes for a subtle container, if 
you want the plants to take centre stage. These 
French, vintage, zinc planters, are a step up 
from florists buckets, being more robust and 
available in a variety of sizes. Our house is 
ancient, and most new planters seem to jar, 
but if you prefer a less shabby style, there 

are many newly made equivalents that will 

give you a sharper look. 


late spring 


Plants 

1 Salvia officinalis ‘Purpurascens’ 
AMOUNT 1 to grow or 2-3 per 
pot for instant effect 

SEASON Foliage for most of 

the year HEIGHT 50cm AGM* 


2 Mathiasella bupleuroides 
‘Green Dream’ 
AMOUNT 2 per pot 
SEASON Flowers April — June 
HEIGHT Im 


3 Calceolaria integrifolia 
‘Kentish Hero’ 
AMOUNT I per pot SEASON 
Summer HEIGHT 40cm 


4 Geum ‘Mrs J Bradshaw’ 
AMOUNT 1-3. SEASON May 
— September (and beyond) 
HEIGHT 60cm AGM* 
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Plants 

1 Sempervivum tectorum Rubin 
AMOUNT 1 per pot SEASON AI 
year HEIGHT Up tol0cm 


I find Victorian gothic hideous and marvellous in almost equal measure. What I do love in the 
detailed etchings found in old gardening books, are the rusticated pots and close examination 
of plants. When I found some common spotted orchids for sale in a local nursery, they looked 
so exactly like the etchings that I really wanted to put them somewhere I could scrutinize their 
architectural beauty before planting them out in the meadow. I potted them up in very rusty 
old cake tins, wanting no colour or fanciness to distract from their beauty. Alongside them, the 
colour and form of the Sempervivum tectorum Rubin was rather delicious, so I ‘rusticated’ 


2 Dactylorhiza fuchsii 
AMOUNT 2 or 3 depending on 


some pots for them. Placed in front of my potting shed drawers, they were a pleasure to 


contemplate, with their hint of Victoriana. 


Get the look 


Cultivation and care 

The Dactylorhiza fuchsii grows best in partial 
shade but can take full sun if the soil is moist 
but well drained. It’s worth mixing a little leaf 
mould with the compost. Sempervivum 
tectorum Rubin is a mat-forming evergreen 


perennial that needs well drained soil and sun. 


They grow out of the cracks in the roofs of old 
cottages, which gives you a good idea of how 
tough and lean their growing conditions can 
be. It is from their habit of growing in this 
situation that Sempervivums get their 
best-known common name ‘Houseleek’; 

but they have many other names — the 


the size of the container 
SEASON Early to mid summer 
HEIGHT Very variable, up to 50cm 


strangest of which is ‘Welcome-home- 
husband-however-drunk-you-be’! 


Container 

This old cake tin has a removable base, like a 
tart tin, which meant | could just push the base 
up to pop the orchids out when | wanted to 
plant them out in the meadow. The ‘rustic’ 
pots for the Sempervivums were made from 
the bark from our firewood logs, dried and 
glued around round plastic pots. Take care 
to finish the bark higher than the rim and 
any unsightly plastic inside can be hidden 
by atop dressing of horticultural grit. 
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Woodland corner 


DESIGN & WORDS JULIA WYLIE PHOTOGRAPHS ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


Plants 
These all attract pollinating insects. 


These plants will always remind me of Sarah Price’s garden at 2012 Chelsea Flower Show, 
where she used them to great effect under a grove of multi-stemmed silver birch trees. As one 
of her team of planters, I found some peaceful respite from the busy show ground while 
helping to create the mossy woodland corner. I was entranced by how the lime green leaves 
and delicate rice-like flowers of the grass Melica altissima caught the light and allowed the 
dark blue aquilegias, bright pink silene and tiny pink flowers of Geranium robertianum to 


1 Silene dioica 
AMOUNT 3-5 SEASON April 
—November HEIGHT 60cm 


gleam in the dappled shade. These marble-like pots of concrete and recycled polystyrene 2 Aquilegia alpina 

capture a memory of the meadow in that tranquil space. AMOUNT 3-5 SEASON April — May 
HEIGHT 45cm 

Get the look 

Cultivation and care to mature, because they, the silene and the 3 Melica altissima ‘Alba’ 

After the flower show | planted a similar geranium will self-seed readily. Occurring AMOUNT 5-7 SEASON April — June 

composition along a shady path in my garden. naturally in alkaline, free-draining meadows, HEIGHT 60cm 

The silene (red campion) flowered on and off woodland edges and hedgerows they will all 

throughout the summer, even though | had appreciate a rich, loam-based, free-draining 4 Geranium robertianum 

only planted them as tiny plugs the previous compost. Ensure containers have good AMOUNT 1-2. SEASON Pink 

autumn. The melica seedheads also looked drainage and holes. flowers early spring onwards 

wonderful for most of the summer, but can be HEIGHT 10-40cm 


cut down after flowering to encourage a fresh 


Container 


flush of leaves and flowers — either way, the These stylish recycled pots look like stone or 

marble and can be painted to great effect, but 
unfortunately are not as ‘eco’ as | first thought, 
because they are made with concrete in order 


to recycle the polystyrene. Salvaged terracotta 


spent foliage and seedheads will need to be 
removed in late winter, because they start into 
growth from the base very early in the spring. 
Deadheading the aquilegias can encourage a 


second flowering, but leave a few seed heads pots would be more sustainable. 
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Eternit is a sort of fibre cement that is lightweight and durable and looks and feels very 
much like old asbestos. It is warm to the touch and can be moulded into all manner of 
shapes. I have had this planter for about ten years. It came from Habitat and has a lovely 
1960s retro shape. It reminds me of the concrete planters the council used to put out in 


groovy 1960s concrete shopping concourses in my home city of Coventry, bedded out 
with Bellis and snapdragons. I’ve used this pot to extend a plant bed that has a tricky 
dead zone beneath a lovely Rosa banksiae. I used, very simply, a Geranium phaeum 
and a Euphorbia to continue the planting and gain some height. 


Get the look 


Getting the right container 

The attractive thing about this container is the 
unusual material, Eternit — pleasing stuff that 
adapts to almost any environment. Try doing 
an internet search for similar planters, as 
many are available second-hand. This one is 
about 70cm in diameter and 30cm tall. 


Positioning the plants 

| only used two plants in this container and in 
the photograph you can see the euphorbia 
flowers are coming to the end of their spring 
stint. Put the euphorbias in a triangle from the 
centre to the back of the pot and then arrange 
the Geranium phaeum around the base. These 


are both chunky plants, yet the overall feeling 
of the combination is quite light and frothy. 


Plant tips 

Both plants have great foliage, mahogany-red 
on the euphorbia and a lively soft green on the 
geranium. Both grow strongly. | would reduce 
the number of flowering stems on the 
Euphorbia if they get too heavy. Cut deep into 
the base to remove them, taking care not to 
get any dripping latex on your skin or in your 
eyes as it is an irritant. After the photos were 
taken | took the flowering stems off the 
Euphorbia, leaving the leaves, and trimmed 
the Geranium to stimulate more flowers. 


Plants 


late spring 


1 Geranium phaeum ‘Blauwvoet’ 


AMOUNT 
SEASON 
beyond 


| 3, in 2-litre pots 
Flowers May — June and 
HEIGHT 70cm 


2 Euphorbia ‘Whistleberry Garnet’ 
AMOUNT 3, in 2-litre pots 
SEASON Flowers March — May 
HEIGHT 60cm 
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‘Shabby chic’ can be a cliché, but old industrial and agricultural containers are charming in the 
right setting. Here, with the distressed walls and my meadow-inspired planting, the effect is of 
a bygone country idyll. There is a soft informality to this delicate arrangement. The grasses 
provide a background foil to the perennials and bulbs which have leafless stems, allowing a 
greater density or ‘layering’ of plants. Pinpricks of intense colour complete the composition. 
The nectar-rich flowers will attract passing bees and butterflies. 


Get the look 


Colours and shapes 

The lovely porphyry pink of the largest bucket 
made me reach for the show-stopping carmine 
of Dianthus cruentus. The two native grasses, 
Deschampsia flexuosa and Briza media will 
shiver in the slightest breeze and I've put one 
in each of the larger pots so their evergreen 
foliage gives year round presence. The dianthus 
will be happy in the smaller bucket, and being 
long-flowering can stand alone through the 
seasons. The grasses will turn a golden buff 
and the Nectaroscordum siculum produces 
fascinating seedheads. Allium obliquum has a 
tightly packed lime-yellow flower and its stem 
has a quirky yet beautiful line. The eastern 
USA native Zizia aptera (golden alexanders), 
has intense saffron-yellow umbels. Also in the 


Apiaceae family is Pimpinella major ‘Rosea’ 
which looks like a pink cow parsley. 


Choosing pots 

Try and vary sizes of pots to create a balanced 
and interesting composition. Make sure there 
is good drainage — drill holes when necessary. 


Compost and care 

This arrangement needs a sunny aspect and 
well-drained soil: a 50:50 mix of John Innes 
No. 2 and a multipurpose compost. Protect 
from excessive winter wet. The dianthus 
should be trimmed after flowering to promote 
new growth. A second prune in spring as new 
shoots emerge will also help the dianthus 
maintain a tidy shape. 


late spring 


Plants 

1 Briza media 
AMOUNT 1 SEASON Evergreen, 
flowers May — June HEIGHT 90cm 


2 Pimpinella major ‘Rosea’ 
AMOUNT 1 SEASON Flowers May 
—June HEIGHT 1.2m 


3 Dianthus cruentus 
AMOUNT 1 SEASON Flowers June 
— August HEIGHT 60cm 


4 Nectaroscordum siculum 
AMOUNT 4 SEASON Flowers May 
—June HEIGHT 120cm 


5 Zizia aptera 
AMOUNT 2 SEASON May — June 
HEIGHT 60cm 


6 Allium obliquum 
AMOUNT 4 SEASON March — May 
HEIGHT 75cm 


7 Deschampsia flexuosa (seen in the 
larger pot) AMOUNT 2. SEASON 
Evergreen HEIGHT Up to 60cm 
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Cheap and cheerful, these incinerators are available everywhere and I’ve used them 
for years as planters lined with black bin liners (in this case) or hessian, which allows 
them to breathe. Over the years I’ve planted broom, roses, petunias, fuchsias, and 
pelargoniums in them... you name it. The great thing about using these as planters is 


that they are big, which means you won't have to water them so often, and stable enough 
to hold a small tree. This year I am trying this lovely grass, Sesleria nitida, for the first 


time. Pots are a great way of observing a plant before including it into a scheme. I also 


love the Houstonia caerulea, which I found growing wild in Maine, and the Viola “Marti 


is possibly the best plant I bought last year. I love it, it just never stops flowering. 


Get the look 
Getting the right container 


Anything galvanised has enduring appeal, 
be it a classy old washing dolly or a cheap, 
brand new dustbin. Ikea have some really 
nice inexpensive little bins, if you don’t like 
the holes in this incinerator, although the 


holes could be planted too for a hairy bin. 
Drill holes in the base as necessary, about 
five at roughly a centimetre in diameter. 


Positioning the plants 

The Sesleria sits bang in the middle of the pot 
like an erupting geyser. Tucked in near its root 
ball are the Viola ‘Martin’ that emerge through 


the Sesleria’s fine leaves, with the steamy 
foam of little Houstonia tumbling down over 
the edges. | put Houstonia and Viola virtually 
all the way round the pot but tried to avoid 
making them look like the rings of Saturn. 


Plant tips 

The Sesleria just seems to take care of 

itself completely. | haven't done a thing other 
than water it. The Viola can be deadheaded 
to prolong the display and the Houstonia 

is completely trouble-free. Once it finishes 
flowering it looks like a lovely mossy 

mass. All in all... just add water. 


late spring 


Plants 

1 Viola ‘Martin’ 
AMOUNT 7, in 1titre pots 
SEASON Flowers April — October 
HEIGHT 15cm AGM* 


2 Sesleria nitida 

AMOUNT 1, in a10-litre pot 
SEASON Flowers July — October 
HEIGHT 60cm 


3 Houstonia caerulea 
AMOUNT 7, in L-litre pots 
SEASON Flowers April — July 
HEIGHT 20cm 
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DESIGN & WORDS JULIA WYLIE PHOTOGRAPHS ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


While walking through olive groves in Tuscany two summers ago, I was excited to see 
Dianthus carthusianorum, Centaurea nigra and Daucus carota flowering on the grassy 
banks, where they were able to escape the farmer’s fastidious strimmers. I was so inspired 
that on our return to London I planted a group of three olive trees in our new empty 


garden with a similar collection of wildflowers and grasses beneath them. The olive trees 
screen the overlooking windows and along with the wildflowers transport me back to 


those dreamy days in the Tuscan countryside. 


Get the look 


Cultivation and care 

| have substituted the perennial wild carrot 
with the similarly white lacy annual Orlaya 
grandiflora -Ammi majus would also work. 
Plus | have squeezed in the ladybird poppy for 
aclash of red and pink — it looks fantastic at 
Great Dixter, in East Sussex, seeded among 
the silver-leaved, shocking magenta-pink- 
flowered Lychnis coronaria. | have also added 
a few clumps of Allium sphaerocephalon, 
whose small egg-shaped buds will soon swell 
and form claret-coloured cones. 

For the annual orlaya and poppies to 
flower so early in the year, the seeds need to 
be sown September — October. Sow directly 
where they are to flower or into cell units or 


individual pots, to avoid disturbing their roots. 
However, you can still sow seeds until the end 
of May — directly where you want them to 
flower later in the summer. Or the perennial 
dianthus, centaurea and daucus can also be 
grown from seed, but won't flower in their first 
year — for more instant gratification buy them 
as plug plants or in pots. 


Container 

Place the pot in an open sunny site, with free- 
draining, loam-based compost with added 
hydroleca or grit. Water regularly, because 
they are at your mercy ina pot. One that is a 
similar size to this water tank will help to make 
them feel as if they are growing in the ground. 


late spring 


Plants 
These all make great cut flowers. 
1 Orlaya grandiflora 

AMOUNT 5-7 SEASON May 

- October HEIGHT 60cm 


2 Papaver commutatum 
AMOUNT 2-3. SEASON Late 
spring to early summer 
HEIGHT 45cm AGM* 


3 Dianthus carthusianorum 


AMOUNT 3-5 SEASON May 
— September HEIGHT 40-60cm 
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ean Wy’ | Bert and Tinto Verhoog’s nursery Morning Glory in the Netherlands 
f pecialises in growing plants for containers. Here they share five of 
ir planting designs to help you create the perfect hanging basket. 


DS SIMONEVAN HEININGEN PHOTOGRAPHS MAAYKE DE RIDDER 


Bert Verhdogdpictdred), 
together with partner 
Tinto, grows plants for 3 
containers and sells 

beautiful ready-made 

hanging baskets. 


CIETY 
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Leuple haze 


This is a truly multifunctional arrangement if you use a basket 
with a flat bottom. During the first few weeks, the basket will 
look lovely sitting atop your garden table. Once the plants really 
start to bulk out and trail, simply put it on a stand or hang it 
up. Given the space, the plants will grow into an almost perfect 
sphere. The container used here has a diameter of 45cm. For 
smaller arrangements, edit the plant list but make sure your 
selection includes as wide a flowering period as possible. 


Get the look 

Positioning the plants 

Imagine a square around the outside of your basket. Plant the 
petunias ‘Easy Wave White’ and ‘Sweet Pleasure Violet Vein’ the 
lamium and the scaevola at the four corners, by laying them 
sideways and teasing them through the basket. Add compost and 
plant the lobelias around the edges. Complete the outer ring with 
the verbenas, the trailing pansies and the convolvulus. Imagine a 
square inside the outer ring. Plant the brachyscomes on two 
diagonally opposite corners and erigerons on the other two. Fill the 
space in between with the remaining petunias and the nemesia. 
Complete the look by placing the Salvia farinacea in the middle. 


Plant tips 

Verbena, like petunia, does need deadheading. This is best done 
using sharp scissors. Powdery mildew can affect verbenas and 
good air circulation is essential. It is a short-lived perennial, but 
is So easy to propagate by stem cuttings that you should never 
have to buy new plants. 


Plants 
1 Brachyscome multifida ‘Blue’ BLOOMS June — September 
AMOUNT 2 AGM* 
BLOOMS May — October 7 Erigeron karvinskianus 
2 Salvia farinacea ‘Midi’ AMOUNT 2 
AMOUNT 1 BLOOMS June onwards AGM* 
BLOOMS June — October 8 Nemesia fruticans ‘Nuvo Blue’ 
3 Lobelia erinus AMOUNT 1 
‘Regatta Sky Blue’ BLOOMS June — September 
AMOUNT 2 9 Petunia ‘Picobella’ 
BLOOMS June — September (Milliflora Series) 
4 Lamium maculatum AMOUNT 1 
‘White Nancy’ BLOOMS June — September 
AMOUNT 2 10 Verbena Temari Lavender 
BLOOMS April - first frost (Temari Series) 
5 Petunia Surfinia Sky Blue = AMOUNT 1 
‘Keilavbu’ (Surfinia Series) BLOOMS May — October 
AMOUNT 1 11 Scaevola aemula 
BLOOMS June — September ‘Blue Wonder’ 
6 Convolvulus sabatius AMOUNT 1 
AMOUNT 2 BLOOMS June — October 


hanging baskets 
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On the A 


The variety of plants in this hanging basket will provide you with 
a continuous display of flowers from late spring until the first 
frost. All of the plants used in this arrangement grow vigorously, 
so by September your hanging basket may have doubled in size. 
This container has a diameter of 35cm and since most of these 
plants tend to creep, they will happily intermingle, giving the 


arrangement a romantic, relaxed look. The majority hail from 
warmer climates than that of the UK, making this hanging basket 
perfect for that sunny spot in your garden. This does, however, 
mean that you might find yourself watering it twice a day. 


Positioning the plants 

Plant the lobelias and bidens in a circle below the rim, teasing them 
gently through the sides. This is easiest when you lay the plants 
sideways. Start planting with the lysimachias on the four corners of 
an imaginary square and the sanvitalias on opposite sides of the 
basket. Complete the outer ring with the scaevola, Petunia Surfinia 
Lime, convolvulus and P. Surfinia Sky Blue. Compose an inner ring 
with P. ‘Mirage Yellow’ facing P. ‘Festival Sky Blue’ and two 
brachyscomes facing each other. That should leave you with just 
about enough room for a yellow nemesia in the centre. 


Plant tips 

The long trails of the lysimachia just don’t know when to stop. Given 
the chance, they will happily put down roots in your top soil, once 
they have reached ground level. Simply keep them trimmed. Keep 
deadheading petunias — the entire seed pod, not just spent petals. 


Plant 
1 Brachyscome multifida ‘Blue’ 7 Lobelia erinus 
AMOUNT 2 ‘Regatta Midnight Blue’ 
BLOOMS May — August AMOUNT 5 
2 Lysimachia nummularia ‘Aurea’ BLOOMS June — September 
AMOUNT 4 NOT PICTURED IN CLOSE-UP 
BLOOMS May — September Nemesia Bincles 
3 Scaevola aemula (Spicy Yellow Series) 
‘Blue Wonder’ AMOUNT 1 
AMOUNT 1 BLOOMS June — September 
BLOOMS June — October Petunia ‘Festival Sky Blue’ 
seeeiesatiall _ AMOUNT 1 
na is pags ne BLOOMS June — September 
eiyeul’ (Surfinia Series) Petunia abdnsiana 
AMOUNT 1 ‘Mirage Yellow’ 
BLOOMS June — September AMOUNT 2 
5 Sanvitalia Aztekengold BLOOMS June ~ September 
='‘Starbini’ Petunia Surfinia Sky Blue 
fag =‘Keilavbu’ (Surfinia Series) 
ne AMOUNT 1 
BLOOMS May — October BLOOMS June-September 
6 Bidens ferulifolia ‘Bidi’ Convolvulus sabatius 
AMOUNT 1 AMOUNT 1 
BLOOMS May — October BLOOMS June — September AGM\* 
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Not only does this arrangement look terribly pretty, it is also, at 
least partially, edible. The presence of sage and oregano makes 
‘right outside your kitchen door’ just about the perfect spot for 
this composition. Not only will the herbs come in useful, you 
could try candying the edible flowers of the pansies. And you 
won't have to reach that high for them, because this fragrant 
arrangement is best viewed from above. We recommend a 
terracotta bowl with a diameter of about 40cm, either put on 

a low stand or pedestal or simply on the ground. Feel free to 
introduce other herbs, but rosemary, for example, might look 
too spiky against the flowers. 


Get the lool 

Positioning the plants 

Start by planting the oregano and Tolmiea menziesii on diagonally 
opposite corners. Plant the verbena on one side of the bowl and the 
lobelia on the opposite side. Create an inner square by alternating 
the two petunia varieties. The remaining space in the centre is perfect 
for the purple-leaved sage (Salvia officinalis ‘Purpurascens’), 
neighboured by two pansies. 


Plant tips 

Viola ‘Rebecca Cawthorne'’ is a hardy pansy that needs deadheading 
regularly. Although it does like part shade, it will definitely do well in the 
full sun required by the herbs in this arrangement. The verbena variety 
used in this arrangement (V. ‘Tapien Blue Violet’) is the ultimate 
flowering groundcover and basket plant. It is fast growing and does not 
need deadheading. The contribution that Tolmiea makes is with its 
foliage display, so keep removing its flowers as soon as they appear. 


Pla 

1 Viola ‘Rebecca Cawthorne’ 7 Petunia ‘Sweet Pleasure 
AMOUNT 2 Violet Vein’ 
BLOOMS May — September AMOUNT 2 


2 Petunia ‘Picobella’ 
(Milliflora Series) 


BLOOMS June — September 


AMOUNT 2 NOT PICTURED IN CLOSE-UP 
BLOOMS June — September Lobelia erinus ‘Regatta Rose’ 
AMOUNT 1 


3 Salvia officinalis ‘Purpurascens’ 
AMOUNT 1 

BLOOMS June — July 

4 Verbena ‘Tapien Blue Violet’ 
AMOUNT 1 

BLOOMS June — October 

5/8/9 Tolmiea menziesii 

AMOUNT 2 

BLOOMS Remove flowers 

6 Origanum vulgare ‘Aureum’ 
AMOUNT 2 

BLOOMS July — September 


BLOOMS June - September 
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The big 


white 


This basket marries stark white and lush green and will look right at 


home in any garden, even the most modern. It would be a great gift 
for a newly married couple but make sure you water it daily while 
they are on honeymoon. This container has a diameter of 45cm. 
The combination of uprights and trailing plants make an attractive 
sphere that will look beautiful from all directions. This basket 
prefers to be put in half shade, where it will reward you with a 
magnificent display throughout the summer and into mid-autumn. 


migicalele) 
Positioning the plants 


Imagine a square around the outside of your basket. Plant the 
scaevolas and the two petunias ‘Easy Wave White’ on diagonally 
opposite corners, by laying them sideways and teasing them gently 


through the basket. Add some compost and then alternate the suteras, 


verbenas, lamiums and glechomas around the edge of the container. 
Next, compose an inner circle of plants, alternating the P ‘Mambo 
White! impatiens and the Mexican fleabane (Erigeron karvinskianus). 
Finally, use the pelargonium as the centrepiece of the arrangement, 
and fill the remaining spaces in the basket with the lobelias. 


Plant tips 


The sweet-smelling alyssum derives its genus name Lobularia from the 
Latin word ‘globulus' (small globe) because of its sphere-like clusters of 


flowers. Extend the blooming season by cutting it back after flowering. 
Given protection, the sutera may survive a mild UK winter. Remove the 
lamiums' flowers as they appear to enhance the silvery leaf growth. 


P 
1 Lobularia maritima 
‘Snow Crystals’ 
AMOUNT 4 
BLOOMS May — September 
2 Sutera Copia Gulliver White 
(= ‘Dangull14’) (Copia Series) 
AMOUNT 2 
BLOOMS June — September 
3 Petunia ‘Easy Wave White’ 
AMOUNT 2 
BLOOMS June - September 
4 Verbena Aztec White 
(= ‘Balazwhit’) (Aztec Series) 
AMOUNT 2 
BLOOMS May — October 
5 Impatiens ‘Envoy White’ 
(Envoy Series) 
AMOUNT 2 
BLOOMS April —- September 
6 Scaevola aemula Surdiva White 
(=‘Bonscawi’) 


AMOUNT 2 
BLOOMS June — October 

7 Pelargonium Fireworks White 
(= ‘Fiwowit’) (Fireworks Series) 


AMOUNT 1 
BLOOMS June — September 
8 Lamium galeobdolon 
‘Herman’s Pride’ 
AMOUNT 2 
BLOOMS Remove flowers 
9 Glechoma hederacea 
‘Variegata’ 
AMOUNT 2 
BLOOMS April — June 


10 Erigeron karvinskianus 
AMOUNT 1 
BLOOMS June onwards AGM * 


NOT PICTURED IN CLOSE-UP 
2 EACH OF Petunia ‘Mambo White’, 
Lobelia erinus ‘Regatta White’ 
BOTH BLOOM June — September 
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Given the right amount of care, this arrangement, which is filled 
with perennials, should give a good display that will last happily 
for several months. Best viewed from above, we would suggest 
using a terracotta bowl (this has a diameter of about 35cm) on 
a stand or low pedestal. Not only does it look great in all its 
simplicity, a whiff of the handsome low mound of sage will have 
you running to the kitchen, conjuring up recipes that make use 
of this tough and trusted herb. 


Get the look 

Positioning the plants 

Alternate the trailing Glechoma hederacea and the Persicaria 
capitata with its long aerials around the edge of the bowl. The 
Salvia officinalis ‘Tricolor’ will serve as a delightful centrepiece, 
surrounded by the begonias. 


Plant tips 

Begonias are low-maintenance and versatile tender perennials, perfect 
for growing in pots, in the ground or in hanging baskets. Simply provide 
them with moist but well-drained soil and position them in half shade 
for best flowering results. They don't need deadheading. Simply 
‘stroke’ the begonias now and again and spent flowers will fall off. 
Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica) is an invasive species, but 
Persicaria capitata, a distant relative, is not. It produces a wonderful 
flower carpet of tiny pink balls, which contrast beautifully with its dark 
green and dark red foliage. It is a tender perennial, so be mindful of 
possible cold April nights, as your Persicaria will not survive frost. 


Plants 

1 Begonia semperflorens 
cultivars 

AMOUNT 3 

BLOOMS June — October 

2 Glechoma hederacea ‘Variegata 

AMOUNT 3 

BLOOMS April - June 

3 Salvia officinalis ‘Tricolor’ 

AMOUNT 1 

BLOOMS June — July 

4 Persicaria capitata ‘Pink 

Bubbles’ 

AMOUNT 3 

BLOOMS July — September 


Acknowledgement 
Plants and photoshoot: thanks to Bert and Tinto Verhoog at Kwekerij 


Morning Glory, Noordpolderweg 6, 1432 JH Aalsmeer, The Netherlands. 
Tel +31 (0)6542 81334. www.kwekerijmorningglory.nl 
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Days and evenings are getting warmer, and these 
stunning combinations of early-summer flowers 
— mixed with elegant stems, luscious leaves 
and graceful grasses — provide the perfect 
backdrop for outdoor entertaining. 
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Rather than shopping for pots, I thought that as a gift to our beleaguered planet I would use 
whatever spare ones I could find. Borrowing a friend’s garden for this shoot, I dimly recalled 
that she had some little clay pots left over from when we did her wedding flowers; and sure 


enough, they were piled up in a corner. They are useless in some ways as they are so small. As 


a collection of massed mini-things, though, they are fine, because the plants in them will be 
seen often and therefore well cared for. There’s nothing nicer than seeing something tiny, close 


up. Alpines are due a revival of interest — I love them. I may even build a rockery one day... 


Get the look 


Getting the right container 

These pots are the kind of thing that florists 
use as a cachepot when they sell tiny pots of 
miniature double campanulas and that sort 
of thing. | think I've seen them in Ikea as well. 
They're sort of hopeless unless one really 
considers what's going in them, as there isn’t 


room for much root growth. Alpines are perfect, 


as the pot will mimic a rocky crevice with a 
tendency to dry out suddenly and completely. 
These are made from a nice white-ish clay so 
don't have that hard orange colour one gets 
with larger, more sensible terracotta pots. 


Positioning the plants 
What can | tell you? One plant, one pot! 


Plant tips 

Choose things that don’t spread, or that 
spread slowly. The anomaly in my collection 

is the oregano, which won't be thrilled by its 
root-prison for long, but it should last a while 
with occasional pruning, and it’s easy to move 
to a flower bed when it begs for mercy. At that 
point | might replace it with woolly thyme 
(Thymus polytrichus). The other plants I’ve 
used just need water, an occasional liquid feed 
and an open location — think Alpine scree, not 
dingy corner — and all should be well. | would 
treat this as a seasonal decoration, as the 
plants deserve a better life long-term, so when 
you start to get bored, plant them into a larger, 
flattish sink and mulch with grit. 


early summer 


Plants 

One plant per pot 

1 Origanum laevigatum ‘Hopleys’ 
SEASON It flowers in late summer 
HEIGHT Up to 60cm 


2 Mentha requienii 
SEASON Summer 
HEIGHT About lem 

3 Cotula hispida 

HEIGHT Up to 40cm. 

4 Festuca glauca 


SEASON Spring — summer 
HEIGHT Up to 30cm 


5 Pratia pedunculata 
SEASON Summer — autumn 
HEIGHT About 2cm 


SEASON Late spring — early summer 
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A barrel of blooms 


DESIGN & WORDS JULIA WYLIE PHOTOGRAPHS ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


These annuals used to be abundant where soil was disturbed by ploughs — a requirement for 


germination and the reason why so many red poppies came up where soldiers were buried 
during the war, but they have become a rare sight since the 1960s as a result of changes in 
farming practices. These three colours contrast well with each other and the blue barrel, but 


for a longer display try one of the Pictorial Meadows Mixes seen at the London Olympics 
—very attractive to pollinating insects because of the specially selected successional and 
long-flowering non-natives, such as Ammi majus and Cosmos bipinnatus. 


Get the look 


Cultivation and care 

Mix your seeds and sow them in early 
spring, preferably where they are to flower. 
Rake or cover the seed lightly with 
compost, firm down and protect from 
inquisitive wildlife with a cage of chicken 
wire or twiggy sticks of hazel, which will 
double as a support for them. Place in an 
open sunny site and water regularly. Turn 
the container occasionally, especially if 


placed against a wall, to avoid lopsidedness. 


For more impatient gardeners and for 
those who would prefer a permanent pot, it 
is possible to buy plugs or pots of perennial 
wildflowers such as Leucanthemum 
vulgare, Knautia arvensis, Daucus carota 


and Centaurea scabiosa, but it will be 
difficult to create the same density by 
planting mature plants. They are unlikely to 
flower for as long in pots, so be vigilant with 
watering. Use loam-based, free-draining 
compost (John Innes or similar) and mix in 
some moisture-retaining gel to increase 
their chances. Fertilising is not necessary. 


Container 

This barrel was used to store powdered 
paint, So was easy to clean. Barrels or 
drums are sold at reclamation yards 

or sometimes outside commercial sites, 
but often require a metalworker to cut 
them in half in order to re-use. 


early summer 


Plants 
1 Anthemis arvensis 
AMOUNT 1 packet of seeds 
SEASON June — September 
HEIGHT 30cm 


2 Centaurea cyanus 
AMOUNT 1 packet of seeds 
SEASON June — August 
EIGHT 60-75cm 


3 Glebionis segetum 

EIGHT 45cm SEASON June 

— September AMOUNT 1 packet 
of seeds 
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DESIGN & WORDS SARAH PRICE PHOTOGRAPHS ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


Herbs are an appropriate choice for these pretty, rustic tins that once contained hearty French 
stews. The writing on the tins is beautiful and the italic font exactly matches the dainty, 
tubular, orange-red flowers of this small penstemon. Arranged in a line, they could go along a 
generous kitchen windowsill or small ledge on a garden wall. The smaller scale makes you pay 
closer attention to the detail of the plants and the herbs can of course be used in the kitchen. 
Whatever the size of the planting, I look to create a pattern of repeating colour and form. 
Here, silver hummocks of the strong-smelling curry plant Helichrysum italicum and the fresh, 
frothy green of the caraway Carum carvi are alternated, leading your eye along the sunny display. 


Get the look 


Colours and shapes 

Penstemon pinifolius is a compact, evergreen 
cultivar with needle-like foliage and bright yet 
dainty tubular orange-red flowers. Its small 
stature means it is often grown within an 
alpine display. Other plants to consider in 
this arrangement are chives, which would 


Choosing pots 

Drill holes in the bottom of the tins and brush 
a waterproof layer of clear lacquer or varnish 
over the tins including the labels. 


Compost and care 
These are plants that appreciate sunshine 


create a fresh upright accent. In contrast the 
wonderfully fragrant Corsican mint, Mentha 
requienii, would hug the compost and slowly 
creep over the sides of the tin. Chard, Beta 
vulgaris, could be used instead of penstemon 
to pick out the red italic font, while fennel, 
Foeniculum vulgare would create a similar 
feathered effect to the caraway. 


and well-drained ground. Mix in grit to make 
sure your compost is free draining. Caraway 
is a hardy biennial so will need replacing. 
Regularly snip away at the caraway and curry 
plant to maintain compact plants. Though 
only 20cm tall, Penstemon pinifolius will 
eventually spread outwards to 25cm and so in 
time will need potting on or planting out. 


early summer 


Plants 

1 Carum carvi 
AMOUNT 1 SEASON June — August 
HEIGHT 60cm 


2 Helichrysum italicum 
AMOUNT 3 SEASON July 
— September HEIGHT 90cm 


3 Penstemon pinifolius 


AMOUNT 3 SEASON June 
onwards HEIGHT 25cm AGM* 
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DESIGN & WORDS JULIA WYLIE PHOTOGRAPHS ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


It’s hard not to be captivated by the heart-shaped nodding flowers of the grass Briza 
maxima; they catch the slightest breeze and shaft of light. Best grown in groups for 
maximum impact. It makes a wonderful window box or a table centrepiece to admire at 
eye level — evoking memories of cornfields, sunny meadows and roadside verges. The 
seedheads last well as cut flowers and can be dried for winter arrangements. I filled this 
rusty classic cast iron feeding bowl with plants I grew from seed and placed it beside 
self-seeding Plantago major ‘Rubrifolia, so that they can seed freely together. 


Get the look 


Cultivation and care 
Briza is a genus of annual and perennial 
grasses in the family Poaceae. It is native to 
north temperate regions. The most common, 
Briza media, is widespread in grasslands and 
meadows in Britain, except for northern 
Scotland. Briza maxima is called ‘greater 
quaking grass’ in reference to the size of its 
seedheads. In the UK it is much less common 
in the wild than Briza media. 

| was surprised by how easy this annual 
was to grow from seed and by how quickly the 
unusual flowers formed — it took just less than 
12 weeks from spring sowing. In fact | had 
forgotten them among some other seedlings, 


and so had neglected to pot them on soon 
enough, which is probably why they haven't 
reached more than 25cm in height. 

Ideally they should be sown in late August, 
but for a longer flowering season it’s safest to 
sow some in autumn and then more in spring, 
in cell units or directly where they are to 
flower, to avoid disturbing their roots. This 
annual Briza prefers richer soil than most 
grasses and will tolerate semi-shade well. 


Container 

Briza can survive drought, so is well suited to 
being in a container, but ensure that the vessel 
you choose has drainage holes. 


early summer 


Plants 

1 Briza maxima 
AMOUNT 1 packet of seeds 
or 9 plants SEASON July 
— September HEIGHT 45cm 
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Placing scented pots beside a doorway can help to slow you down on your way in from a Plants 

busy day. I often plant Lilium regale and the tall white tobacco plant Nicotiana alata with 1 Foeniculum vulgare ‘Purpureum’ 
bronze fennel and chocolate cosmos, but for this container I couldn’t resist the striking AMOUNT 3-4 per container 
contrast of the clear red flowers and almost black bracts and flower stems of the tough, SEASON Flowers July — August, 
long-flowering Salvia ‘Royal Bumble’. Bright pink and lime green tobacco plants would seedheads last all winter 

work too, if you prefer something more muted, or are not quite ready for red. HEIGHT 1.5m-2.5m when growing in 


the ground. Size will depend on how 
well it is watered and fed in its pot 


Get the look 2 Cosmos atrosanguineus 
Cultivation and care easily from cuttings. The cosmos can only be AMOUNT 3-5 per container 
The bronze fennel seeds can be dried and propagated by vegetative cuttings — ideally SEASON June — October 
used in cooking, while the leaves are a great they should be moved to a frost-free HEIGHT 50-90cm 
foil for the other plants and they smell of greenhouse to over-winter. Deadheading the 
aniseed when crushed or picked. They are cosmos and salvia will help to prolong the 3 Salvia ‘Royal Bumble’ 
especially good with fish, so a similar pot flowers. The fennel seedheads will stand all AMOUNT 3-5 per container 
could be positioned next to the barbecue or winter and look wonderful when frosty. They SEASON July - October 
kitchen door. The cosmos flowers smell of all make great cut flowers and attract a wide HEIGHT 60cm 
vanilla but sadly are inedible. The salvia is range of pollinating insects. 
cultivated in Mexico as a medicinal plant and 
is sometimes used to make tea. Container 

Allthree plants prefer full sun and free- The grey vintage dolly washtubs are 
draining soil, so use a loam-based compost available at reclamation or antique dealers. 
with extra grit. Bronze fennel self-seeds They blend beautifully with the stone of this 
readily and the salvia can be propagated house, allowing the colours to stand out. 
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Texan native Gaura lindheimeri Karalee White (=“Nugauwhite’) provides an effortless display Plants 

all summer long. Popular with pollinating insects and drought tolerant, its light airy habit Both these perennials make 
provides movement and combines well with other perennials. It requires very little long-lasting cut flowers and are 
deadheading, but still manages to out-flower most other perennials, lasting until the first attractive to pollinators. 

frosts. Native to South Africa, Eragrostis curvula “Totnes Burgundy is also well suited to the 

dry conditions likely to be experienced in containers and its red-tinged leaves contrast 1 Gaura lindheimeri Karalee 
perfectly with the pinkish red stems and buds of the Gaura. Verbena bonariensis would White (= ‘Nugauwhite’) 

be an alternative partner, or an option for a colourful threesome. AMOUNT 25 SEASON May 


—November HEIGHT 60cm 


Get the look 2 Eragrostis curvula 
Cultivation and care dry out more quickly. To extend the season ‘Totnes Burgundy’ 

Both Gaura and Eragrostis appreciate a sunny add spring and summer bulbs such as tulips AMOUNT 15 SEASON July 
position and good drainage — mix in hydroleca and alliums in autumn. —September HEIGHT 90cm 
pebbles or grit and use loam-based compost 

such as John Innes no 3. The Gaura is a short- Container 

lived borderline hardy perennial, so to assist its | found this corrugated iron trough discarded 

survival chances for a second summer don't in my friend's field in Cornwall — it used to be 

cut back its frosted stems until it starts into used for feeding animals. If you are unable to 

growth again in spring. The Eragrostis should source sheets of corrugated iron then a similar 

also be cut down and divided, if more plants sized container could be made out of pieces of 

are required in spring, because it can't be reclaimed wood or an old bath/water tank. 

propagated from seed as its seedlings will Smaller containers would allow for easy 

revert to the straight species. It will need handling and transportation into a greenhouse 

watering regularly, because plants in pots or protected porch for the winter. 
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I found this pot chucked behind the garage. The straight sides make it rather unusual. They 
made me think of apple corers and how unnaturally they remove a core from the fruit with 
sharp, straight lines. I thought it might be fun to make a ‘cored plug’ of fancy fake-meadow, 
coming straight up out of the pot with no attempt at the inevitable fluffy spilling sides. We 
photographed it on a table, but if the pot were on the ground with tall planting like this, it 
would come to about hip height, so you would look down into the arrangement. Gorgeous 
colours and such wonderful plants — and how very pleasant to spend time putting this sort 
of thing together. I can strongly recommend it as a cure for most ills. 


Get the look 


Getting the right container 

It is well worth hunting for more unusual pots. 
| have a suspicion that this one has been 
mass-produced, although I’ve not seen many 
straight-sided pots. | like them very much. In 
my garden, most of my containers are 
box-shaped. Containers this shape make it 
easier to hoick things out again later on. Vase 
shapes harbour snails, in my bigoted opinion. 


Positioning the plants 

All the plants in this collection are strongly 
vertical and | wanted to maintain that feeling. 
Some are more reliable than others, though, 
and the achilleas have a tendency to flop like a 


tremulous spinster in Soho, so | put these 
centrally and shored them up with plants that 
have more backbone, such as the Agastache 
and the invincible Scabiosa. The Eryngium 
has high hopes and weak ankles, so he is 

also placed closer in for stability. 


Plant tips 

This is another combination of fairly fleeting 
flowers followed by interesting texture and 
seedheads. Not everyone's cup of tea, but 

| like it. Water regularly and feed only a little 
so things toughen up. When it’s all over, cut 
the plants back, plant them out and put 
something new in for winter. 


early summer 


Plants 

1Achillea millefolium 
‘Lansdorferglut’ 
AMOUNT 2, in 2-litre pots 
SEASON Summer HEIGHT Up 


to 60: 


cm AGM* 


2 Eryngium planun ‘Blauer Zwerg’ 


AMO 


UNT 2, in 2-litre pots 


SEASON Summer — autumn 


HEIG 


HT Around 50cm 


3 Achillea ‘Terracotta’ 


> 


O 


n 


UNT 2, ina 2-litre pot 


EASON Summer HEIGHT 60cm 


4 Scabiosa columbaria 


subs 
AMO 


p. ochroleuca 
NT 2, in 2-litre pots 


SEASON Summer - early autumn 


HEIG 


| 60cm-80cm 


5 Agastache ‘Painted Lady’ 


AMO 


NT 3, in 2-litre pots 


SEASON Mid-summer 


HEIG 


| 80cm 
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Come July I’m reaching for richer, more sumptuous colours and creating bolder statements. 

It felt like a guilty pleasure to use these Dianthus, not as classy perhaps as their in-vogue species 
counterparts, D. carthusianorum and D. cruentus. There’s a faded splendour about their petals, 
which look like pieces of ruffled, crimson velvet. They also have an intoxicating, sweet clove- 
like scent, just the way ‘pinks’ should. I get an instant satisfaction from putting dramatic, rich 
tones together. The staging of these cast iron pots, against a pale green door, plays on the 
complementary colours of the plant: glaucous green leaf and stem, and the scarlet petals. 


Get the look 


Colours and shapes 
Red orach Atriplex hortensis var. rubra is easy 
to grow. The leaves are edible and look good in 
salads, a vegetable plot or in a vase where its 
purple foliage adds instant depth. 

It seeds freely after flowering, a quality | 
love, especially as the purple seedlings are so 
easy to see and move if necessary. 


Choosing pots 

Repetition and change of scale is a powerful 
design principle. Look out for pots of the same 
shape and material but that come in a series 
of sizes. The classic flowerpot shape looks 
fantastic repeated at different scales and on 
different heights. This arrangement would 


look good on a flight of steps. Look out for 
interesting variations on traditional designs: 
the detailed bands around the iron pots and 
their pronounced rims cast shadow detail and 
make a wonderful silhouette. 


Compost and care 

Dianthus like well-aerated and free-draining 
soil, qualities of their natural habitat, so make 
sure the pot has good drainage holes and take 
care to protect plants from excessive winter 
wet. Given a sunny position, the dianthus will 
bloom extensively but deadhead the plants to 
prolong the drama. After flowering, save the 
red orach seeds and take cuttings of the 
dianthus as it is an annual plant. 


early summer 
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Plants 

Quantities for 3 medium-sized pots of 
dianthus with red orach, and 4 small 
pots of single dianthus. More dianthus 
may be required depending on the 
size of the plants sourced. 


1 Atriplex hortensis var. rubra 
AMOUNT 3 SEASON Flowers July 
— August HEIGHT Up to12m 


2 Dianthus chinensis x barbatus 
Elation Series Red (Dianthus 
‘Fenbow Nutmeg Clove’ would 
also look good.) 

AMOUNT 7 SEASON Flowers June 
— August HEIGHT 60cm 
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Lilies are so perfect in form that a stem or two is enough. Could you imagine an angel holding 
more than one delicate stem in Botticelli’s The Annunciation? The secret here is the deep rich 
plum, present in flower bud, bloom, foliage, and stem. The dense, dark purple spikes of the 
grass Molinia subsp. caerulea “Edith Dudszus’ and the similarly rich foliage of the red orache 


Atriplex hortensis var. rubra allow the exquisite trumpet-shaped form of the lily Lilium 
formosanum vat. pricei to be brought into relief. These are plants with staying power. The 
molinia will provide an attractive veil of colour from late summer through to autumn, while 
the flower and seeds of the atriplex look beautiful later in the season. The modest pot, an old 
milk can with flaking paint, brings this sophisticated selection of plants back down to earth. 


Get the look 


Colours and shapes 

Lilium formosanum var. pricei is shorter than 
the similar looking more common L. regale. It 
grows to just 30-45cm tall making it ideal for 
smaller pots. The highly scented flowers are 
full-sized and have pronounced deep burgundy 
veining, and a fresh green throat instead of 
the more common yellow. Try experimenting 
with other varieties but stick to just one 
variety per pot. ‘Edith Dudszus' is one of the 
shorter more compact molinia cultivars and 


grows to 90cm. M. caerulea ‘Moorhexe' is an 
alternative: slightly shorter with near black, 
well-defined seedheads. 


Compost and care 

Prefers a sunny spot. The molinia and the 
atriplex will help keep the lily’s roots in the 
shade. Plant the lily bulbs in autumn, so their 
roots can develop over winter, 12cm deep in 
aloam-based potting compost such as John 
Innes no. 2 and add grit. The bulbs are hardy, 
but the shoots appear early and may be 
damaged by frost unless sheltered. Watch out 
for lily beetle. They are scarlet and black and 
very visible and need to be picked off by hand. 
Dead-head faded blooms but leave foliage on 
the bulb to die back naturally. Make sure the 
pot is well drained through the winter months. 


early summer 


Plants 

1 Atriplex hortensis var. rubra 
AMOUNT 1 SEASON Flowers July 
— August HEIGHT Upto 1.2m 


2 Molinia subsp. caerulea 
‘Edith Dudszus’ 
AMOUNT 1 SEASON Flowers July 
onwards HEIGHT 90cm 


3 Lilium formosanum var. pricei 


AMOUNT 1 SEASON Summer 
HEIGHT 30cem-45cm 
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These inexpensive black metal containers (bought from Habitat several years ago) are perfect 


for vast flower arrangements and age nicely too. Black metal warms up quickly so I’ve used 
plants that don’t mind the heat. I like the dramatic colour tones in this grouping. It should also 


be a long-lasting ensemble, given the right soil, watering regime and access to light (though 


too much sun may scorch the Persicaria). The containers differ in size, which seems to bring 
out the contrast in the scale and texture of the plants. If ’d had more containers I'd have done 
alot more of these — eight or ten would look fabulous. 


Get the look 


Getting the right container 

Mass-produced metal planters are available 
all over the place. These ones are scuffed and 
go rusty at the seams, but are surprisingly 
sturdy. This sort of ‘distressed’ look may suit 
you anyway. My brief was to make these pots 
accessible to all, so I've tried not to spend 
anything. | bought these ones ina sale at 
Habitat — they were reduced because they 
had been dented in the shop. 


Positioning the plants 

Really it's one plant per pot, so I've used 
several of the same plant in each to fill it, 
without cramming, and then let the group 


make the picture. It makes the care easier 
as the soil used in each pot can be tailored 
to the plant in question. 


Plant tips 

On the whole, these plants are easy. The 
Kalanchoe is perhaps the trickiest, needing 
good, open soil that doesn’t retain moisture, 
otherwise it may rot. Treat it like a cactus and 
sit it on sand or alpine grit, so the leaves stay 
dry at their base. Give it bright light as it 
reddens it up nicely and take it indoors as 
ahouseplant at the first sign of frost. The 
Sedum likes well-drained soil; a moisture- 
retentive compost will suit the Persicaria. 


early summer 


Plants 

1 Kalanchoe thyrsiflora 
AMOUNT 6, in Litre pots 
SEASON Summer 
HEIGHT 25cm-30cm 


2 Persicaria microcephala 
AMOUNT 3, in 2-litre pots 
SEASON Mid-summer — autumn 
HEIGHT Up to 70cm 


3 Sedum telephium 
(Atropurpureum Group) ‘Xenox’ 
AMOUNT §, in 2-litre pots 
SEASON Late summer — early 
autumn HEIGHT 40cm AGM* 
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ANDREW MONTGOMER 


SLOITU11 CEL © 


The swallows may have started to pack their 
bags, but summer hasn't quite finished in our 
gardens. These six designs will help you find just 
the right combinations of plants to keep that 
summer feeling going as long as possible. 
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Just as the leaves are turning dull, dahlias reward us with their lavish, chintzy beauty — the 
perfect late-summer celebration — which is why I used them in my own September wedding 
bouquet with Viburnum foliage, rosehips and Panicum grass. Extravagant flowers are even 
more impressive when seen in humble settings such as rustic allotments. Old greengrocers’ 


crates, which are suitably shabby, make perfect planters. Form as well as colour is essential 


here. The vertical stance of the Panicum creates a restful backdrop for the dahlia’s star-shaped 


blooms. In contrast, the Erigeron grows horizontally and will creep over the sides of the crate. 


Get the look 


Colours and shapes 

This is a high-impact, summer-long display. 
The dahlia flowers from July until the frosts 
come. | used two small one-litre potted 
viburnums — this is a vigorous shrub and will 
need planting out in the garden after the first 
year or two. Until then, the autumnal foliage 
will provide an irresistible display. 


Choosing containers 

Genuine old crates can be found at junk shops 
but suppliers of florist sundries sell good 
imitations. Consider screwing four casters on 
the bottom so they can be wheeled into 
different places. You may need to adda 
membrane such as hessian to contain soil. 


Compost and care 

Dahlias originally came from Mexico so they 
need a sheltered and sunny spot to thrive. 
They are greedy feeders which means that 
good soil is essential. Mix two parts of garden 
soil with one part of compost and a small 
scoop of blood, fish and bone. Plant out the 
tubers from mid-April through to May or use 
rooted cuttings in early summer. At the first 
frosts, the tubers should be lifted for 
overwintering in a frost-free place. 

At this point check the spread of the 
Panicum virgatum because switch grass 
does have a tendency to send out runners. 
These can be potted on or planted out 
directly into the garden. 


late summer 


Plants 

1 Panicum virgatum ‘Shenandoah’ 
AMOUNT 2 SEASON August and 
September HEIGHT 90cm 


2 Dahlia ‘Nuit d’Eté’ 
AMOUNT 3 SEASON Flowers July 
- October HEIGHT 1.2m 


3 Erigeron karvinskianus 
AMOUNT 2. SEASON Flowers June 
— October HEIGHT 30cm AGM* 


4 Viburnum opulus ‘Roseum’ 
AMOUNT 2 SEASON Used for its red 
autumn foliage HEIGHT Mature 
shrubs grow up to 2.5m AGM* 


5 Dahlia ‘Arabian Night’ 
(not pictured in detail but seen 
opposite, on the left of the box) 
AMOUNT 1 SEASON Flowers June 
— September HEIGHT 12m 


103 


late summer 


* HOLDS AN AWARD OF GARDEN MERIT FROM THE ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY. 


Vy 


DESIGN & WORDS JULIAWYLIE PHOTOGRAPHS ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


Like a ruin, these chimney pots will soon be colonised by surrounding self-seeders, such 
as the grasses Stipa tenuissima and Anemanthele lessoniana, and Dianthus carthusianorum. 
This species rose could also have seeded itself, but I have accelerated the process, in my 
impatience to make the garden appear more established. The rose’s wild arching habit 


contrasts with the vertical lines of the chimney pot and the dark glistening red hips will hang 
on long after the first frosts. Next spring its fresh purplish glaucous foliage will be a perfect 
foil for the neighbouring plants and its own delicate pink flowers in early summer. 


et the look 

Cultivation and care 

Chimney or cylinder pots create a dramatic 
contrast when placed in groups with other 
pots that vary in shape and size. They can also 
host temporary installations with seasonal 
plants in containers that fit snugly in the top 
— trailing plants and grasses look especially 
good tumbling over the edges of tall narrow 
pots — but these require more water and care 
when cramped into the small space. 

The deep-rooting nature of the rose will 
appreciate all the fresh soil to explore before 
finally reaching the ground below. The roots 
will be more vulnerable to frost so be sure to 
choose a similarly tough plant for a perennial 
display and drive a stake into the ground 


inside the chimney pot to prevent it being 
blown or knocked over. 

For best foliage colour and brightest 
stems, remove one third of the rose’s oldest 
wood in late winter, encouraging fresh 
shoots from the base. 


Container 

A friend found these two unusual chimney 
pots discarded on the pavement at the end 

of her road, but they are often for sale at 
reclamation yards. The striking black sooty 
markings on the pot in the foreground look 
as though they have been created by an artist 
for dramatic effect, but they are actually just 
the remnants of its former use. 


The single pink flowers of the rose 
are attractive to bees and the red 
hips are very popular with birds. 


1 Rosa glauca 
AMOUNT 1 per container 
SEASON April — October 
HEIGHT 1.5-2m AGM* 
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David Hockney’s 2012 exhibition A Bigger Picture inspired me to be braver with colour. His 
subjects were mainly trees, wildflowers and landscapes, which made the bright paintings even 
more magical. I used water-based emulsion to retain the porous nature of the terracotta and 
develop a more weathered look. Vibrantly painted terracotta is not new: I was first inspired by the 
iconic Majorelle blue and bright yellow pots in the Jardin Majorelle in Marrakesh, where they 
accentuate the architectural green leaves of cacti and succulents. Having grown up on a farm in 
the arid eastern cape of South Africa, I am drawn to the plants’ curious shapes and tough nature. 


Cultivation and care 

Containers allow you to give your chosen 

plants the exact growing media and conditions 

they prefer, so are perfect for cultivating exotic 

plants that evoke far-off places, especially if 

they need to be brought inside during the 

winter. For example, the large aloes remind 

me of my South African roots. They were a gift 

eight years ago and although they are relatively 

slow-growing, have more than doubled from 

their original size, and will soon be too big to 

fit into our living room — meaning I'll finally 

be forced to find space for a greenhouse. 
During one of the aloes’ winters inside, 

| started to put corks and driftwood around 

their bases. These are great for moisture 


retention and suppressing weeds, but also 
as a nostalgic reminder of fun escapades and 
evenings spent with friends. 


Colour and shape 

It was great fun choosing the plants whose 
shape or colour best suited each pot and its 
colour co-ordinated saucer. The quirky 
Aeonium looks even more eccentric in this 
curvaceous, narrow-necked Alhambra pot. 

For a similar display to brighten dull 
autumn days try scented-leaved pelargoniums, 
Eucomis (pineapple) flowers, Hedychium 
(gingers), sunflowers and colourful vegetables. 
Painted food tins would look equally dramatic 
and are perfect for small succulents. 


1&4 Asters Autumn Jewels range 
AMOUNT 7-14 depending on 
container size SEASON Late 
summer HEIGHT 25cm 


2 Dahlia ‘Honka Red’ 

AMOUNT 1-3 depending on 
container size and growing 
conditions SEASON July - October 
HEIGHT 50cm-lm 


3 Nerine bowdenii 
AMOUNT 5-9 depending on size 
of containers used 


SEASON September — November 
HEIGHT 60cm AGM* 
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Known as baby’s tears or mind-your-own-business, Soleirolia soleirolii is a plant you love or 
hate — there is no middle ground. I’ve always admired the tiny emerald leaves, which neatly yet 
persistently spread into every nook, clothing a crumbling stone wall or a decomposing tree 
stump. In the garden, the recesses where it grows are often full of intricate compositions of 


dainty maidenhair ferns and mosses. This arrangement attempts to capture this atmosphere. 
I display them in front of an antiqued mirror that introduces an illusion of depth, reflecting 
light and enhancing the glow of the green leaves and pale porcelain jars. It’s an example of 
how a simple display can reveal the glamour of an ordinary, often-overlooked, plant. 


Get the look 

Choosing pots 

| picked up these old porcelain preserve jars 
from a bric-a-brac stall where they were piled 
high and covered in dust. No two were the 
same: some lean slightly, while others have a 
thicker rim or a lovely mottled glaze. Using 
just one plant emphasises the individual 
character of the pots. | display them in front of 
a tarnished mirror with subtle reflections. Over 
time, nearby climbers will grow over its edges, 
situating it effortlessly in the garden. 


Compost and care 
Use a loam-based compost with added grit 
and drill drainages holes into the bottom of 


the jars. If you have tiny jars, buy one plant 
and gently pull it apart into smaller clumps. 
Keep the soil moist. Occasionally trim the 
plants with scissors to keep them in check. 
Although S. soleirolii is a native of Corsica and 
Sardinia, it prefers indirect sunlight (it would 
be equally at home inside, in a bathroom, 
where its stems will grow longer in the lower 
light and moister atmosphere). It can spread 
by asingle stem or leaf and if the conditions 
are right it can become a nuisance in borders 
and lawns. Like many plants sometimes 
labelled as weeds, it is tough. If its leaves are 
killed by frost it will recover with vigour in 
spring and it will survive periodic dry spells. 


late summer 


Plants 

1 Soleirolia soleirolii 
AMOUNT 6 used here, or divide a 
single plant depending on size of 
potand plants HEIGHT 10cm 
SEASON Green foliage all year 
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DESIGN & WORDS JULIAWYLIE PHOTOGRAPHS ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


This smart, rusty pot would look equally striking if it were simply filled with the fluffy- rlants 
flowered Pennisetum grasses, but I added asters for autumn colour and, more importantly, These are both very attractive to 


to provide late nectar for bees and butterflies. Aster seedheads also attract goldfinches in bees and butterflies and will flower 
winter and look stunning when frosty. For earlier flowers and a longer season of colour, profusely from spring to late summer. 
Verbena bonariensis is an option. Reed-like restios are an excellent alternative to grasses, 

providing movement and creating dramatic shadows when placed against rendered walls. 1 Pennisetum macrourum 

The delicate-leaved shrub creating the magical background is New Zealand native AMOUNT 5-7 depending on 
Muehlenbeckia astonti, which also does well in pots and on windy roof terraces. container size SEASON September 


—November HEIGHT 1-1.8m 


depending on growing conditions 


Cultivation and care water regularly. Cut down spent foliage 


Asters can be susceptible to mildew, but this and flowers in spring. 2 Aster ‘Little Carlow’ 

cultivar is highly resistant; regular division in There are lots of other pennisetums SEASON September — October 
spring and an airy aspect will help to prevent that could be substituted if you are unable to AMOUNT 3-5 depending on 
problems. Water regularly to stop roots drying = source P macrourum. Virtually all grasses do container size HEIGHT 80cm AGM* 
out. It makes an excellent cut flower and well in pots, but some are especially suitable. 


deadheading regularly will prolong flowering. Try Calamagrostis and Molinia, which 
Pennisetum macrourum’'s striking, white combine well with late-flowering perennials. 
bushy flowers last well into winter. Its drought- 


HOLDS AN AWARD OF GARDEN MERIT FROM THE ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 


tolerant, grey-green, mound-forming leaves Container 

turn yellow in autumn. Propagate by division | bought this smart, hand-engineered, rusted- 

in spring: itis variable when grown from seed. effect metal container from Knoll Grasses in 
Both plants require a sunny site with a Dorset — they can organise various shapes 

loam-based, free-draining soil — use John and sizes to be made to order. The sharp lines 

Innes No.3 or similar with added grit — and emphasise the soft billowing habit of grasses. 
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DESIGN & WORDS SARAH PRICE PHOTOGRAPHS ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


Dianthus and thyme are one of the best combinations for a long-flowering and fragrant 
display in full sun. There is a huge choice of each, all highly attractive to pollinating 
insects including bees. These were selected for their violet and silver undertones that go 
perfectly with the grey-blue of the pots. Concrete planters come in a huge variety of 


shapes, sizes and finishes so match your plants to them and don’t be afraid to improvise. 
If my pots had been charcoal grey, I might have opted instead for the bright green leaves 
of Thymus citriodorus. Consider how the shape of the pot will suit the plant’s form. The 
smooth, curved shape of these pots mimic the way that the plants grow; the Dianthus 
forms a hummock while the thyme grows into lower ground-hugging mounds. 


Get the look 


Colours and shapes 

I've chosen the characterful, woolly thyme 
T. pseudolanuginosus for its silvery-green 
leaves — a subtle contrast to the aromatic 
creeping T. serpyllum. The Dianthus, a short- 
lived perennial, is invaluable for its July to 
September show of lilac-blue single flowers. 


Choosing pots 

Pots of different size and shape create an 
interesting, balanced composition and allow 
you to grow a range of plants. Thymes are 
known for growing within crevices and so 
need width more than depth. A 15-cm wide 


pot is ample for most mat-forming thymes 
and as they get bigger they can be replanted 
into a wider pot. Dianthus amurensis is deeper 
rooting and needs a greater reserve of soil. 


Compost and care 

Sharp drainage is essential to avoid root rot so 
add a small scoop of gravel to a 50:50 mix of 
John Innes No. 2 and multipurpose compost. 
Add a slow release fertiliser — one application 
should last 18 months. Top dress with gravel to 
give better drainage in wet weather. Deadhead 
regularly and cut back thymes hard after 
flowering to keep them bushy and compact. 


late summer 


Plants 

1 Thymus pseudolanuginosus 
AMOUNT 1 SEASON Flowers 
June-July HEIGHT 10cm 


2 Dianthus amurensis 
AMOUNT 1 SEASON Flowers 
July - September HEIGHT 40cm 


3 Thymus serpyllum 
AMOUNT 2 SEASON Flowers 
May — August HEIGHT 25cm 
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stockists 


South West 


Avon Bulbs 
Burnt House Farm, 


Mid Lambrook, South Petherton, 


Somerset TA13 5HE 
01460 242177; avonbulbs.co.uk 


The Botanic Nursery 
Atworth, Wiltshire SN12 8NU 
07850 328756; 
thebotanicnursery.co.uk 


Broadleigh Gardens 

and Nursery 

Barr House, Bishops Hull, 
Taunton, Somerset TA4 1AE 
01823 286231; 
broadleighbulbs.co.uk 


Burncoose Nurseries 
Gwennap, Redruth, 

Cornwall TR16 6BJ 

01209 860316; burncoose.co.uk 


Constantine Garden Nursery 
Fir Tree Farm, Tresahor, 
Constantine, Falmouth, 
Cornwall TR11 5PL 
01326 340593; 
cornwallgardens.com 


Groves Nurseries 
West Bay Road, Bridport, 
Dorset, DT6 4BA 

01308 422654; 
grovesnurseries.co.uk 


Jekka’s Herb Farm 

Rose Cottage, Shellards Lane, 
Bristol BS35 3SY 

01454 418878; 


jekkasherbfarm.com 
Open by appointment only 


Kelways 

Picts Hill, Langport, 
Somerset TA10 9EZ 

01458 250521; kelways.co.uk 


Kevin Hughes Plants. 

Heale Garden, Middle Woodford, 
Wiltshire SP4 6NT 

01722 782504; 
kevinsplants.co.uk 


Knoll Gardens 

Stapehill Road, Hampreston, 
Wimborne, Dorset BH21 7ND 
01202 873931; 
knollgardens.co.uk 
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Long Acre Plants 
Charlton, Musgrove, 
Somerset BA 8EX 
01963 32802; 
plantsforshade.co.uk 


The Mead Nursery 
Brokerswood, Westbury, 
Wiltshire BA13 4EG 
01373 859990; 
themeadnursery.co.uk 


Sampford Shrubs 

Sampford Peverell, Tiverton, 
Devon EX16 7EN 

01884 821164; samshrub.co.uk 


Special Plants 

Greenways Lane, Cold Ashton, 
Wiltshire SN14 8LA 

01225 891686; specialplants.net 


Trehane Camellia Nursery 
Stapehill Road, Hampreston, 
Wimborne, Dorset BH21 7ND 
01202 873490; trehane.co.uk 


(PD 
OASCEY2 
The Beth Chatto Gardens 
Elmstead Market, Colchester, 
Essex CO7 7DB 
01206 822007; 
bethchatto.co.uk 


Fernatix 
Stoke Ash, Suffolk IP23 7EN 
01379 678197; fernatix.co.uk 


Harveys Garden Plants 

Great Green, nr Thurston, Bury 
St Edmonds, Suffolk 1P31 3SJ 
01359 233363; 
harveysgardenplants.co.uk 


Peter Beales Roses 
London Road, Attleborough, 
Norwich, Norfolk NR17 1AY 
01953 454707; 
classicroses.co.uk 


The Romantic Garden Nursery 
Swannington, Norwich, 

Norfolk NR9 SNW 

01603 261488; 
romantic-garden-nursery.co.uk 


Woottens of Wenhaston 
Blackheath, Wenhaston, 
Halesworth, Suffolk |P19 9HD 
01502 478258; 
woottensplants.com 


Qy 
Londo ued 
Clifton Nurseries 
5A Clifton Villas, Little Venice, 
London W9 2PH 
020 7289 6851; clifton.co.uk 


Cottage Garden Nursery 
Barnet Road, Arkley, Barnet, 
Hertfordshire EN5 3JX 

020 8441 8829; 
cottagegarden-nursery.co.uk 


Foxgrove Plants 

Foxgrove, Enborne, Newbury, 
Berkshire RG14 6RE 

01635 40554; 
foxgroveplants.co.uk 


Hill Park Roses 

Woodstock Lane North, 
Surbiton, Surrey KT6 5HN 020 
8398 0022; hillparkroses.co.uk 


Neal’s Nurseries 

Garden Centre 

Heathfield Road, Wandsworth, 
London SW18 2PH 

020 8874 2037; 
capitalgardensgroup.co.uk 


The Palm Centre 

Ham Central Nursery, 

Ham Street, Ham, Richmond, 
Surrey TW10 7HA 

020 8255 6191; 
palmcentre.co.uk 


Phoenix Perennial Plants 
Paice Lane, Medstead, Alton, 
Hampshire GU34 5PR 


01420 560695 
Open by appointment only 


Wisley Plant Centre 

RHS Garden, Wisley, 
Woking, Surrey GU23 6QB 
01483 211113; 
rhs.org.uk/wisleyplantcentre 
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Architectural Plants 
Nuthurst, Horsham, 
West Sussex RH13 6LH 
01403 891772; 
architecturalplants.com 


Downderry Nursey 

Pillar Box Lane, Hadlow, 
Tonbridge, Kent TN11 9SW 
01732 810081; 
downderry-nursery.co.uk 


Great Dixter Nursery 
Northiam, Rye, 

East Sussex TN31 6PH 

01797 254044; greatdixter.co.uk 


Hardy’s Cottage Garden Plants 
Priory Lane Nursery, 

Freefolk Priors, Whitchurch, 
Hampshire RG28 7NJ 

01256 896533; 
hardys-plants.co.uk 


Madrona Nursery 

Pluckley Road, Bethersden, 
Kent TN26 3DD 

01233 820100; madrona.co.uk 


Marchants Hardy Plants 

2 Marchants Cottages, Mill Lane, 
Laughton, East Sussex BN8 6AJ 
01323 811737; 
marchantshardyplants.co.uk 


The Victoriana Nursery 
Buck Street, Challock, 
Ashford, Kent TN25 4DG 
01233 740529; 
victoriananursery.co.uk 


Whitewater Plant Centre 
Hound Green, Hook, 
Hampshire RG27 8LQ 

01189 326487; 
whitewaterplantcentre.co.uk 


Midlands 


Ashwood Nurseries 
Ashwood Lower Lane, 
Ashwood, Kingswinford, 
West Midlands DY6 OAE 
01384 401996; 
ashwood-nurseries.co.uk 


Avondale Nursery 

Russell's Nursery, Mill Hill, 
Baginton, Coventry CV8 3AG 
024 7667 3552; 
avondalenursery.co.uk 


Barnsdale Gardens 

Exton Avenue, Exton, 
Oakham, Rutland LE15 8AH 
01572 813200; 
barnsdalegardens.co.uk 


Coton Manor Garden 
Coton Manor, 
Northampton NN6 8RQ 
01604 740219; 
cotonmanor.co.uk 


David Austin Roses Limited 
Bowling Green Lane, 
Albrighton, Wolverhampton, 
West Midlands WV7 3HB 
01902 376300; 
davidaustinroses.com 


Special Perennials 
Yew Tree House, 

Hall Lane, Hankelow, 
Cheshire CW3 OJB 
01270 811443; 
specialperennials.com 


Steventon Road Nurseries 
East Hanney, Wantage, 
Oxfordshire OX12 OHS 
01235 868828 


Whitehill Farm Nursery 
Burford OX18 4DT 

01993 823218; 
whitehillfarmnursery.co.uk 


Wiles b West 
Claire Austin Hardy Plants 
White Hopton Farm, 

Wern Lane, Sarn, 

Newtown SY16 4EN 

01686 670342; 
claireaustin-hardyplants.co.uk 


Cotswold Garden Flowers 
Sands Lane, Badsey, Evesham, 
Worcestershire WR11 7EZ 
01386 422829; cef.net 


Crag Farm Plants 

Griffith's Crossing, nr 
Caernarfon, Gwynedd LL55 1TU 
01248 670232; crug-farm.co.uk 


Farmyard Nurseries 
Llandysul, Carmarthenshire 
SA44 4RL 

01559 363389; 
farmyardnurseries.co.uk 


Fibrex Nursery 

Honeybourne Road, Pebworth, 
Stratford-upon-Avon, 
Warwickshire CV37 8XP 
01789 720788; fibrex.co.uk 


Hall Farm Nursery 
Vicarage Lane, Kinnerley, 
nr Oswestry, Shropshire 
SY10 8DH 

01691 682135; 
hallfarmnursery.co.uk 


Hoo House Nursery 
Gloucester Road, Tewkesbury, 
Gloucestershire GL20 7DA 
01684 293389; 
hoohouse.plus.com 


Pan-Global Plants 

The Walled Garden, Frampton 
Court, Frampton-on-Severn, 
Gloucestershire GL2 7EX 
01452 741641; 
panglobalplants.com 


Stone House Cottage Nurseries 
Nr Kidderminster, 
Worcestershire DY10 4BG 

07817 9211146; shcn.co.uk 


Vortherve 
Abi and Tom's Garden Plants 
Halecat, Witherslack, Grange 
Over Sands, Cumbria LA11 6RT 
01539 332946; 
halecatplants.co.uk 


Bide-A-Wee Cottage Gardens 
Stanton, Netherwitton, Morpeth, 
Northumberland NE65 8PR 
01670 772238; bideawee.co.uk 


Cath’s Garden Plants 

The Walled Gardem, Heaves 
Hotel, Heaves, nr Levens, 
Cumbria LA8 8EF 

01539 561126; 
cathsgardenplants.co.uk 


Dove Cottage Nursery & Garden 
Shibden Hall Road, Halifax, 

West Yorkshire HX3 9XA 

01422 203553; 
dovecottagenursery.co.uk 


Fir Trees 

Pelargonium Nursery 
Stokesley, 

North Yorkshire TS9 5LD 
01642 713066; 
firtreespelargoniums.co.uk 


Larch Cottage Nurseries 
Melkinthorpe, Penrith, 

Cumbria CA10 2DR 

01931 712404; larchcottage.co.uk 


RV Roger 

The Nurseries, Pickering, 
North Yorkshire YO18 7JW 
01751 472226; rvroger.co.uk 


t Scotland 


Binny Plants 

Binny Estate, Ecclesmachan, 
West Lothian EH52 6NL 

01506 858931; binnyplants.co.uk 


Cally Gardens 

Gatehouse of Fleet, 

Castle Douglas, 
Kirkcudbrightshire DG7 2DJ 
01557 815029; 
callygardens.co.uk 


Edrom Nurseries 
Coldingham, Eyemouth, 
Berwickshire TD14 5TZ 
01890 771386; 
edrom-nurseries.co.uk 


Elizabeth MacGregor 
Ellenbank, Tongland Road, 
Kirkcudbright, Dumfries & 
Galloway DG6 4UU 

01557 330620; 
elizabethmacgregornursery.co.uk 


Poyntzfield Herb Nursery 
Nr Balblair, Black Isle, 
Dingwall, Ross & Cromarty, 
Highland IV7 8LX 

01381 610352; 
poyntzfieldherbs.co.uk 


ViSredland 


ROL 


Ballyrogan Nurseries 

The Grange, Ballyrogan, 
Newtownards, County Down 
BT23 4SD 


028 9181 0451 
Open by appointment only 


June Blake’s Nursery 
Tinode, Manor Kilbride, 
Blessington, County Wicklow 
(00 353) 872 770399; 
juneblake.ie 


Mount Venus Nursery 
Mutton Lane, 
Rathfarnham, Dublin 
(00 353) 149 33813; 
mountvenusnursery.com 


: Voul order 


and online 


Avant Gardener 
07831 196416; 
avantgardener.co.uk 


Bloms Bulbs 
01234 709099; 
blomsbulbs.com 


British Wild Flower Plants 
01603 716615; 
wildflowers.co.uk 


Chiltern Seeds 
01491 824675; 
chilternseeds.co.uk 


Coblands Nurseries 
01732 350517; coblands.co.uk 


Crocus 
0844 557 2233; crocus.co.uk 


stockists 


Edulis 


01635 578113; edulis.co.uk 
Open by appointment only 


Emorsgate Seeds 
01553 829 028; wildseed.co.uk 


The Herb Garden and 
Historical Plants Nursery 
01545 580893; 
historicalplants.co.uk 


Herbal Haven 
01799 540695; 


herbalhaven.com 
Open by appointment only 


Jacques Amand 
020 8420 7110; 


jacquesamandintl.com 
Open by appointment only 


Landlife Wildflower Shop 
0151 737 1819; 
wildflower.org.uk 


Mr Fothergill’s Seeds 
0845 371 0518; 
mr-fothergills.co.uk 


Nicky’s Nursery 
01843 600972; 
nickys-nursery.co.uk 


Pennard Plants 
01749 860039; 
pennardplants.com 


Peter Grayson 
(Sweet Pea Seedsman) 
01246 278503 


Pictorial Meadows 
0114 267 7635; 
pictorialmeadows.co.uk 


Plantify 
01753 257152; plantify.co.uk 


RHS online plant shop 
0844 557 2623; 
rhsplants.co.uk 


Sarah Raven 
0845 092 0283; 
sarahraven.com 


Seedaholic 
(00 353) 985 0666; 
seedaholic.com 


Suttons Seeds 
0844 922 2899: suttons.co.uk 


Thompson & Morgan 
0844 573 1818; 
thompson-morgan.com 


Trewidden Nursery 
01736 362087; 
trewidden-online.co.uk 
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